Summary of Multicultural Leadership Council Conversation on the FY2010 Budget with County Executive Ike Leggett on November 16, 2008 in the Executive Office Building, Rockville, MD
 

The meeting began with a representative of each one of the County Executive’s six Ethnic Advisory Groups summarizing the recommendations they made in meetings earlier in the month with the County Executive.

 

Henry Montes for the Latin American Advisory Group
+ a strong and vibrant economy requires assistance for small business;

+ early childhood and positive youth development focusing on the cultural and linguistic needs of youth during out-of-school time;

+ healthy and vital living requires a strong Montgomery Cares program; 

+ teenage pregnancy must be dealt with in a culturally competent manner;

+ affordable housing: a positive response to forclosures; training for home buying and understanding refinancing options;

+ quality data to make quality public policy choices;

+ diversification of the top management of County government;

+ customer friendly staffing;

+ concern with the enforcement of immigration issues during police stops.

 

Mumin Barre & Amie Jallah for the African Affairs Advisory Group
+ as a new community, we need a service providers network center;

+ retraining and recertification as we have many underemployed professionals;

+ child care and after-school programs;

+ an inventory of services as our people are unaware of many programs offered by the County;

+ better data to identify gaps in services;

+ workforce development.

 

Irma Hafeez for the Middle Eastern American Advisory Group
+ it is hard to gauge needs given the lack of data;

+ support for nonprofits;

+ culturally competent government more aware of the Middle Eastern community;

+ emotional self-esteem issues are large in our community;

+ retraining and recertification as we have many underemployed professionals;

+ one-stop source/resource booklet on all County programs;

+ adjust property taxes for inflated values.

 

Marita Etcubanez for the Asian American Advisory Group
+ support for nonprofit service providers;

+ improved representation on County boards, committees, and commissions;

+ support for small businesses;

+ improved access to and better information about County services, particularly for seniors;

+ better data as there is great diversity within the Asian community;

+ ensure that language is not a barrier to service delivery;

 

Eric Walcott for the Caribbean American Advisory Group
+ data to allows us to identify service gaps in the Caribbean community (e.g., pilot study in MCPS);

+ use Black History Month to tell the story of the Caribbean community;

+ pen pal cultural exchange program between MCPS students and students in Caribbean;

+ add steelpan instrument at MCPS;

+ retraining and recertification as we have many underemployed professionals;

+ Caribbean World Pavilion a la Epcot Center;

+ more targeted marketing to hire Caribbean Americans for County jobs;

+ small business training with positions in business incubators for underrepresented communities;

+ health and recreation community centers;

+ increased recruiting for County boards, committees, and commissions.

 

Russ Campbell for the African American Advisory Group
+ our priority in these difficult times is to maintain what we have;
+ improved information about important services for issues like foreclosure;
+ provide for renters in situations where owner is foreclosed on;
+ deal with health disparities;
+ basic data;
+ improved representation on County boards, committees, and commissions;

+ support for nonprofit service providers;

+ more recreational opportunities where young people can feel safe.

 

County Executive Ike Leggett
County Executive Leggett expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to meet with each of the ethnic advisory groups and with this Leadership Council. He said that “we will see the benefits of this coming together over time.” He explained that the budget situation may get worse, but stated that we will get through these difficult times. He said it is important to have our positions in place. He urged the group to meet with department heads and evaluate what they are doing. He said we need to make sure all department heads respond, but he asked the Leadership Council members to recognize that the department heads are under great strain. Regarding the Leadership Council’s concern about data, the County Executive said that he understood that we could use better data. He said that it is important that we have started this process as we need to work together in the face of the real challenges that we face. He pointed out that representatives of the Office of Management & Budget attended all six of his meetings with the ethnic advisory groups and that Budget Director Joe Beach was at tonight’s meeting. “I don’t want to mislead you. These are difficult times,” he concluded.

 

Conversation With the County Executive
Eric Walcott (Caribbean American Advisory Group) asked how best to engage the department heads. County Executive Leggett suggested that the department heads be invited to meetings that include representatives of all six of the ethnic advisory groups. 

 

Evelyn Joe, a representative of the Continental African Community Needs Assessment Partnership Group, agreed that times are tough. She explained that she is forming partnerships and holding meetings with key departments like Economic Development. There are many common issues. How will we work together? She said that we need baseline information. She noted that some of the issues of concern to her community align with the Hispanic/Latino community; others with the African American community. 

 

Sheryl Brissett-Chapman (Vice Chair of the African American Advisory Group) noted many commonalities. She spoke of the importance of strong nonprofit service providers. She emphasized the importance of data. She urged the group to identify issues with themes and to hold common meetings with department heads. Bruce Adams said that the next meeting on December 9 would provide an opportunity to define common themes and plan for meetings with department heads. 

 

Carmen Larsen (Co-Chair of the Latin American Advisory Group) said that data has already been identified as a priority and does not need to wait until December 9. She noted that the economic crisis particularly impacts minorities, especially with foreclosures, violence, and homelessness.

 

Irma Hafeez (Chair of the Middle Eastern American Advisory Group) said that MCPS is asking about ethnicity. She complained that it takes three months to hear about a job application.

 

Henry Montes (Co-Chair of the Latin American Advisory Group) noted that the issues will play out differently in each population.

 

Sheryl Brissett-Chapman asked for a list of which departments are responsible for which issues.

 

Kamala Edwards (Asian American Advisory Group) said the Leadership Council will need an overall budget analysis in January.

 

County Executive Leggett noted that this is a great process that is providing him with valuable information but all in the wrong year. He reiterated that current conditions are not an excuse for not doing this work.

 

Art Williams (African American Advisory Group) said the real problems are about the poor, not about ethnicity. He expressed concern that data will not reveal the real issues of the poor.

 

Sheryl Brissett-Chapman said that in her work she serves the poor. The problem has been here. The recent economy just blew it up. HHS doesn’t have one information technology person to help them identify problems and respond. She noted  that we are creating a turnover of the homeless with the 60 day shelter cap.

 

Irma Hafeez argued for a one-stop resource document. 

 

Carmen Larsen reiterated her call for raw data. Amie Jallah (African Affairs Advisory Group) agreed that data is needed to help with grant writing. Sheryl Brissett-Chapman asked how data is collected and analyzed so it can help frame policy and programs. She asked: What is the profile of the people at our door? How do we find the money to fund data collection and analysis? Carmen Larsen said we can figure out what this will cost. Eric Walcott noted that there are data requirements for federal programs.

