PRESS RELEASE

September 15 2011
For more information, contact:
John J. McCarthy, (240) 777-7390





Seth Zucker, Communications Director, (240) 777-7345
MAN CONVICTED OF NEGLECTING A VULNERABLE ADULT 

IN THE FIRST DEGREE 

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced that Dirk Bakker, 61, of Silver Spring, Maryland, was convicted yesterday, September 14, 2011, by a Montgomery County jury of    Neglecting a Vulnerable Adult in the First Degree, in front of the Honorable Michael Algeo, Circuit Court, Montgomery County, Maryland. Sentencing is set scheduled for November 9, 2011 in front of Judge Algeo. The defendant faces a maximum sentence of 10 years of executed incarceration. 

On September 16, 2011, Montgomery County Police were contacted by Adult Protective Services for the report of a possible case of elder neglect. Subsequent investigation revealed that the defendant had removed his 90 year-old mother from the Sunrise Senior Living Center so he could care for her at home.  On August 1, 2011, the defendant and his mother got into an altercation during which time she was knocked down to the ground and dislocated her left shoulder. At the time of the incident the defendant was aware the arm was injured. He pinched his mother’s arm and asked her if she could feel that to which she answered that she could not. The defendant did not seek medical attention for his mother, and instead kept her at home to see if she would get better. Over the next few days the arm swelled up, turned progressively red, blue, purple, and then black. On August 6, 2011 the defendant finally called 911, and took his mother to the hospital. Either the original trauma of the fall or the resulting dislocation had caused a blood clot in her shoulder, thus the arm had not received any blood for the past five days. The arm was declared dead at the hospital and had to be amputated. 

In making today’s announcement, McCarthy thanked Assistant State’s Attorney Jessica Hall for the prosecution of the case.  McCarthy also praised the Montgomery County Police Department and Adult Protective Services for their investigation of the case.  
