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t Bill No. 8-00 
Concerning: Streets and Roads - Ground 

Cover In Public Riahts-of-Wav 
Revised: Jutv 26 2000 Draft No. _J_ 
Introduced: March 7 2000 
Enacted: Aucust 1 . 2000 
Executive: Aucust 10. 2000 
Effective: On the earlier of the effective 

date of reaulations issued 
under SAdion 49-35lk\l3\ of 
the Code. as amended bv 
this Act: or December 1. 2000 

Sunset Date: None 
Ch. ~. Laws of Mont. Co. 2000 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: Councilmembers Ewing and Krahnke 

AN ACT to: 
(1) allow and encourage property owners to place alternative, conservation-promoting 

plants ((and other ground cover materials on their property)] in the public right-of­
way arliacent !l'_l their nmnP.rtv; and 

(2) generally amend County law regarding placement of objects in the public right-of­
way. 

By amending 
Montgomery County Code 
Chapter 49, Streets and Roads 
Section~ 49-17. 4Q-11 and 4Q-1: 
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* * * 

Heading or de.fined term. 
Added to existing law by original bill. 
Deleted.from existing law by original bill. 
Added by amendment. 
Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment. 
Existing law unaffected by bill. 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 
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1 * * * 
2 nrnund cover_· Dense masses oflow o-rowing_ low maintenance. leafv_ grassv. 

3 or floral vegetation that cover soil. l Jnless snecificallv authorized hv reQUlation_ 

4 ground cover does not include hushes. shruhs. or anv nlant identified as a weed 

5 under C.ountv law. 
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* * * 

General provisions. 

* * * 
!Jrnund rnveL_ 

ill A nronertv O~_!r mavl'\!~mt anc!maintain «rl'"onn~ cover in ~ 

nnhlic nght-of-wav adiacent to the owner'~ nmnertv if the 

owner: 
£Al comnlies with reonlations issued under naragranh r:\): 

WJ maintains the t1round cover to nrevent anv ohstruction of 

the nnhlic rio-ht-of-wav nmhihited under Section 49-17: 

LC) holds the C.onntv harmless for anv damao-e to the ~oun,i 

cover. and anv damage or iniurv caused hv the ground 

cover. 
Tn this suhsection. nronertv owner or owner includes each 

nerson with a lea-al interest in the nmnertv and anv successor to 

that nerson's interest. 

The Direetor. after consultino- the Director of Environmental 

Protection and the Director of Permitting Services. must issue 

reQUlations that allow and encourao-e a nronertv owner to nlace 

and maintain ground cover in the nuhlic nght-of-wav adiacent to 

the owner'~ nronertv. The re2Ulations must encoural?e use of 
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ill 
Sec. 2. 
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ornnnd enver that is environmentallv sensitive and nromotes 

conservation of nah1rnl resources and more snstainahle 
- - - - --

landscanino includino nlant snecies that: 

Wl 
LQ 

Wl 

- - - -

reouire reduced or no mowino fertili7.ina or other 
- -- -- -- - -

maintemmce: 

are dromrht tolernnt and rennire little waterinP at anv time: 
- - -

do not inhihit ~~h of nearhv trees: :mg 
include non-turf ornsses_ 

"f xcent a.~ nroviderl in naraornnh (1 ~~ this suhsection does nsu 
- - - - -

imnair the C'.onntv's rioht to enter_ maintain occunv_ or otherwisP 
- - - - ~ 

control anv nnhlic rioht-of-wav for anv numose_ 

Effective Date. 

This Act takes effect on the earlier of: 

(1) the effective date of regulations issued under Section [[49-l 7(b)]] 

4Q-15(k)f1) of the Code, as amended by this Act; or 

(2) [(September]] necemhet 1, 2000. 

Between [[September]] necemhPJ: l, 2000, and any later date when regulations 

first take effect, the ground cover referred to in Section [[49-l 7(a)(2)(C)]] 

49-35<k), as amended by this Act, may include any [(material or]] plant 

species placed or maintained by the property owner that does not visually or 

physically obstruct the public right-of-way or otherwise impede vehicle or 

pedestrian traffic. 
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1 Approved: . 

Michael L. Subin, President, County Council 

3 Approved: 

4 ~ ~M--

Douglas M. D'uncan, County Executive 

5 This is a correct copy of Council action. 

6 ~/J,L,///!?_ ,U.,,..,.,/ 
Mary ~dgar, CM~lerk of the Council 
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