












Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NNMC 2008 Master Plan. 

Debbie Michaels 
Glenbrook Village HOA 
damichs@verizon.net 
301-656-3610 

Ilaya Hopkins, East Bethesda Citizens Association (EReA): 

The Master Plan captures the variety oforganizations and functions that exist on the 
campus. From the perspective ofthe surrounding communities such as East Bethesda, the 
campus is viewed as one entity. Therefore, the details ofthe plan are best left to those 
who have intimate knowledge ofthe various components. That being said, there are some 
broad concepts that seem to be lacking in the plan as it relates to surrounding 
communities. This is particularly relevant at the perimeter of the campus. 

It is disappointing to see no mention ofa kiss and ride feature to accommodate multi­
modal forms of transportation (carpooling with different destinations, for example). 
While the report acknowledges that approximately half ofmorning and evening traffic 
utilizes gateways along Jones Bridge Road (Sec."4.6, p. 4-32) there is very little 
discussion offuture plans for upgrading these gateways to prevent staging/queing along 
this major arterial roadway. In addition, the description ofJones Bridge Road with a 
posted speed limit of40 mph remains incorrect even after the Navy has been advised of 
this discrepancy through the BRAe EIS process. The correct posted speed limit is 35 
mph. 

There are other details that need clarification. For example, it is a good step to explore 
expanding the Bethesda Circulator to provide easy access from the campus to downtown 
Bethesda (p. 6-20). However, the Bethesda Circulator is managed by the Bethesda Urban 
Partnership and I believe DPWT has limited input into the guidelines governing its 
usage. If the campus is beyond the boundaries ofthe Bethesda Circulator, the Navy 
should think ofalternatives to achieve the same goal of facilitating access to the 
commercial center ofBethescla. 

Unless there is some security or equally prohibitive reason, the Master Plan should use 
the opportunity to explore alternatives for helicopter traffic, including locating the 
helipad on the roofofthe hospital to allow for easy access to the Emergency Facilities as 
is common practice with many hospitals. The current site ofthe helipad limits what can 
be done at the South Gate to facilitate pedestrian and mass transit access. 

Overall, the Master Plan, including the TMP, is heavy on a retelling ofthe way things 
exist today and provides some broad brush strokes of ideals such as "walkability" and 
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incorporating LEED principles, but it does little in the way oftangible steps the Navy is 
taking to bring these ideals to fruition. We hope that small step like the green roofs 
mentioned (Sec. 6.2.8, p. 6-13) will in fact become the norm. However, in the final 
document, we hope to see more concrete plans for steps to address concerns at the 
perimeter - gate access, security queuing, kiss and ride features (a drop-off, pick-up point 
for employees and visitors) as well as a more nuts and bolts timeline for implementing 
features of the Transportation Management Plan. 
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