
to the area and support this and other novels approaches to managing vehicular access to 
the base. 

Dan Wheeland, NIH 

The following comments are offered by NIH regarding the NNMC Revised Draft Master 
Plan. 

There are currently several Montgomery County Ride-On and Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority Metro Bus routes in existence that can be further promoted to 
NNMC (and NIH) employees. These routes service the Medical Center Transit Stop 
located at South Drive and Rockville Pike. These routes include the following: 

Ride-On 30, 33, 34, 46, and 70 
Metro - J-l, J-2, J-3 and J-9 

There is also a great opportunity to partner with the Maryland Mass Transit Authority to 
develop commercial bus routes such as those presently in place by Dillon's and Keller 
Bus Lines. We understand the current difficult economic environment that the State of 
Maryland (and Federal agencies) are grappling with. While there may not be available 
funding at this time, the employee base at NNMC (and NIH) will be gradually increasing 
over the next few years. Combined with the growth in the Bethesda District, it is 
possible that many individuals from outside of this area could potentially use these 
routes. With that in mind, the window ofopportunity exists to design and create bus 
routes that would reduce the number of single occupant vehicles along the MD. State 
Road 355 Corridor with the appropriate planning and coordination at the State and 
County levels. 

The NIH subject matter expert is Mr. Tom Hayden, cc'd on this e-mail, should there be 
additional questions relative to these specific bus improvement concepts. 

Dan Wheeland 
Director, Office ofResearch Facilities 
National Institutes ofHealth 
MSC 5759 
13 South Drive 
Bethesda:MD 20892-5759 
Office: 301.594.0999 
Mobile: 240.678.0687 
E-mail: wheeland@od.nih.gov 
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Phil Alperson, Montgomery County BRAe Coordinator 

I have a concern that the revised DMPU isn't specific about whether commuting NNMC 
personnel can use shuttle buses -- both from the upcounty to NmifC, and from the Metro 
station to points on the campus. I believe the Final DMPU should be specific that 
commuters can use the shuttle service. Section 2.5 of the TMP states that the shuttles are 
for "official business" but not for commuters. So even though Sections 4.7 and 5.2 of 
the TMP in the Revised DMPU offer a very good shuttle program, the Revised DMPU 
does not state clearly that the shuttles are for commuters. 
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