


Mr. Phil Alperson
April 18, 2008

Page 2

The only major change to the FEIS based on our transit comments is the statement
that, “The Navy recognizes that the proposed BRAC action would constitute an unusual impact
on the transportation network surrounding NNMC and is submitting a request for Defense
Access Roads (DAR) Program certification for pedestrian access to the Medical Center Metro
Station on the NNMC side of MD 355 and for improvements at the intersection that provide
direct access into NNMC.” At first reading, this statement indicates the potential for DAR
program funding for the critical pedestrian underpass from the Metro Station under MD 355.

However, after further analysis it becomes clear that the certification for DAR
funding is limited to only the portion of the underpass from MD 355 eastward to the NNMC
property and not for the entire underpass project. While this may be a first step, it does not
address the need to fully fund the project.

Many of the transit related comments were dismissed by the Navy on the premise
that they were not included in the traffic scoping process and, therefore, they did not need to
address them at this point. Whether or not transit comments were noted early enough to be
included in the scoping process, these comments and concerns are valid and should be
adequately addressed.

Finally, this BRAC action has many impacts on State and local facilities vet it
remains basically a federally imposed “unfunded mandate”. We recognize that there appears to
be some progress towards applying Federal funding to the mitigation of some of the impacts
from this action, specifically with regard to the DAR funding. However, from a transportation
stand point, it is our position that BRAC action should be adequately funded by the Federal
government and Department of Defense to provide direct funding for the identified off-site
traffic improvements.
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