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Neil 1. Pedersen
 
Administrator
 
Maryland State Highway Administration
 
707 North Calvert Street
 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

RE:	 Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
Proposed Maryland State Highway Administration Road Improvements 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

The Howard Hughes Medical Institute ("HHMI") writes this letter to express its strong 
disappointment with the State Highway Administration's ("SHA") proposed intersection 
improvements in response to projected increases in vehicular traffic associated with the Base 
Realignment and Closure ("BRAe") action at the National Naval Medical Center ("NNMC") in 
Bethesda, Maryland. The proposed designs are ineffective, shortsighted and, if implemented, 
would be an irresponsible expenditure of public funds. 

HHMI is a non-profit medical research organization that ranks as one of the nation's 
largest philanthropies and one of Maryland's major employers. Its headquarters is located on a 
22.5-acre campus in Chevy Chase, Maryland and is adjacent to one ofSHA's targeted 
intersections, Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road. The headquarters campus is in a 
residential setting and includes offices and associated facilities that support more than 250 
Maryland-based employees. HHMI's laboratories are led by 350 of the nation's premiere 
scientists found at 71 distinguished U.S. universities, research institutes, medical schools, and 
affiliated hospitals. Our scientists include 12 Nobel Prize winners and 123 members of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

As an NNMC neighbor, HHMI has actively participated in the BRAe public process 
since it began in November 2007. We have consistently endorsed efforts to enhance the facilities 
at NN1v1C as a world-class medical institution, while pressing for effective implementation of 
BRAe-associated transportation improvements. In letters dated January 18,2008 and April 29, 
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work with SEA and others toward sustained and durable solutions to the traffic problems, not 
only at the intersection of Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road but throughout the 
broader area. 

At a time of constrained resources at all levels, HHMI believes that it is imperative that 
SHA's short-term plans not be shortsighted. Federal, state , and county leaders must demand 
solutions that live up to the stature of the world-class community that will soon be home to the 
nation 's premiere military medical center. 

Sincer71Y, 

//	 J "I/;
J !J)4)f....~ 
Ro~rt Tjian, ~KD. 
President 

Cc:	 The Honorable Mart in O'Malley, Governo r of Maryland 
The Honorable Anthony Brown, Lieutenant Governor of Maryland 
John D. Porcari, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 
Christian S. Johansson, Secretary Maryland Department of Business and Economic 

Development
 
The Honorable Barbara Mikulski
 
The Honorable Benjamin J. Cardin
 
The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen
 
The Honorable Richard Madalena
 
The Honorable Alfred Carr
 
The Honorable Ana Sol Gutierrez
 
The Honorable Jeffrey Waldstreicher
 
The Honorable Isiah Leggett
 

vThe Honorable Arthur Holmes
 
The Honorable Phil Andrews
 
TIle Honorable Roger Berliner
 
The Honorable Michael Knapp
 
The Honorable Nancy Floreen
 
The Honorable Valerie Ervin
 
The Honorabl e George Leventhal
 
The Honorable Marc EIrich
 
The Honorable Royce Hanson
 


