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don't want to wait multiple light cycles in the left turn lane. They do this often without 
signaling at all since this is an illegal tum. These cars almost clip cars from Oakmont 
waiting to turn left onto northbound Old Georgetown Rd. 

•	 Because the cars on Oakmont Ave. can not efficiently empty, the line of cars waiting at 
the light becomes quite lengthy at the busiest times in the morning and afternoon. This 
also obstructs the driveway to the NIH building that sits at this comer creating a backup 
on Old Georgetown Road for Southbound traffic. 

•	 The difficulty that vehicles from W. Cedar and from Oakmont experience in clearing the 
intersection leads to aggressive driving habits that put pedestrians at risk. This is 
especially true of pedestrians trying to cross Old Georgetown Road. There are many 
pedestrians at this intersection who walk to and from NIH, the metro, and the YMCA 
Ayrlawu center. 

2.	 Misuse of the Oakmont Ave./ Rt, 187 intersection 
•	 Motorists on W. Cedar Lane who do not want to wait in the long back-up in the left turn 

lane and do not want to make an illegal left turn onto Old Georgetown Road southbound 
from the right lane, drive onto Oakmont Ave. and turn around in one of the driveways 
near the top of the street. These vehicles and their drivers hinder traffic flow both up and 
down the street and sometimes cause near accidents trying to quickly tum around in 
driveways to make the next green light. 

3.	 Traffic issues on southbound Old Georgetown Road 
•	 During the evening rush hour, the line ofvehicles waiting on southbound Old 

Georgetown Road to tum left onto W. Cedar Lane is very long - although everyone 
usually makes it through in two light cycles. There are also problems with Metro buses 
needing to cut across 3 lanes of traffic very quickly to make it into that turning lane. 

4.	 Important Oakmont Ave. traffic facts AND why widening the road at Oakmont Ave 
does not help commuters heading toward Naval Medical but does increase safety risks 
to residents 

•	 Oakmont is already too heavily trafficked, because we have a controlled intersection that 
facilitates access to neighborhood schools (school buses and private vehicles). 

•	 Oakmont Ave. has many families with young children ages 10 years and younger. The 
street already has a safety issue with vehicle speed. 

•	 The OakmontIRt. 187/ W. Cedar Lane is the only controlled intersection that provides 
efficient access to and from the YMCA Ayrlawn Center. 

•	 The YMCA Ayrlawn Center is heavily trafficked during the morning, the afternoon rush 
hour, and the evening. The YMCA Ayrlawn Center runs a large, year-round preschool 
and before and after school programs that serve Wyngate, Bradley Hills, and Ashburton 
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Elementary schools. In addition, they have YMCA classes and events that begin in the 
late afternoon and continue into the evening. 

5.	 Related concerns 
•	 The lots on the north side of Oakmont and the south side of]ohnson are much less deep 

than other lots along parallel streets. The front yards on both sides of Oakmont Ave. are 
relatively small. Putting in a right turn lane will do little to improve vehicle egress from 
the top of Oakmont Ave. but will do much to destroy the already small front yards and 
the sidewalk, which is heavily used by pedestrians entering and exiting the neighborhood 
for work or recreational purposes. 
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