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The cost and right-of-way impacts of the proposed improvements, without wider outside lanes,
are already considerable. We did investigate what the impacts would be if we widened the
roadway to accommodate additional BRAC-related traffic and cyclists. Given the purpose and
need of these projects, to mitigate BRAC traffic and not to address long-term corridor issues, we
concluded that the impacts would be too costly. The SHA does, however, recognize the need to
accommodate cyclists, as much as feasibly possible, within the constraints we have. We are
committed to reduce the lane widths to ten feet, given that there is such a large contingency of
cyclists. This reduction will allow a wider outside lane to provide limited accommodations for
on-road cyclists. This lane reduction will only occur within the limits of work for each
intersection.

It is SHA’s responsibility and desire that all types of traveler use our facilities safely and
effectively. It is a constant challenge to meet the needs of all stakeholders; while exercising
prudence in our spending. With limited funding available for BRAC-related improvements,
decisions were made to at least maintain all existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities and to
enhance them where impacts and costs were minimal.

Thank you again for your letter and your support in securing funds for these BRAC-related
intersection improvements. If we may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call me

or Ms. Barbara L. Solberg, Assistant Chief, Highway Design Division, SHA at 410-545-8830,
toll-free 888-228-5003 or via email at bsolberg(@sha.state.md.us.

Sincerely,
Neil J. Pedersen
Administrator

ce: Mr. Darrell B. Mobley, District Engineer, SHA
Ms. Barbara Solberg, Assistant Division Chief, Highway Design Division, SHA
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