DIVERSITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 2004
EOB LOBBY LEVEL AUDITORIUM

9:00am - 10:30am
January 21st – Wednesday
February 11th  -  Wednesday

March 17th  -  Wednesday

April 21st  -  Wednesday

May 19th  -  Wednesday

June 16th  -  Wednesday

July 21st  -  Wednesday

August 18th - Wednesday

September 15th  -  Wednesday

Diversity Day October   

(10 AM-2 PM)
November 17th - Retreat
(Tentative)
FACTS BEHIND THE FACES

CALENDAR OF MONTHLY THEMES & SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES TO CELEBRATE DIVERSITY!

One World – Many Countries    One World – Many Peoples    One World – Many Religions
Many Customs, Great Diversity (Phoenix & Arabeth)

Every day is celebrated somewhere around the planet.  The Office of the President of the United States has designated and proclaimed several days and months throughout the year for national awareness to recognize and celebrate America’s ethnic diversity and cultural heritages.  The designated national awareness days and months specifically pro-vide an opportunity to honor and celebrate the contributions of women, individuals with a disability, older Americans, and Americans of African, Asian Pacific, Hispanic/Latino, Irish, and Native American heritages.  The Montgomery County 2002 Diversity Celebration Committee encourages you to participate in observances of national awareness months by attending programs, ceremonies, and activities.

GENERAL ACTIVITIES:  The following activities might be appropriate for recognition of any of the months: presentations, workshops, and seminars on relevant topics of interest; open forums, panel, and table discussions; teleconferences; film series; art exhibits; book forums and lectures with visiting authors; cultural awareness month quizzes or puzzles with notable Americans (in the categories of biographies, athletes, film/television/theatre, leaders and activists, musicians and visual artists, scientists, and writers); guest artists performances; inventions showcase; and/or provide a list of pro-grams on television, cable networks, and web sites. 

Hispanic Heritage Month
September 15 – October 15

Facts: The month of celebration begins September 15 and ends October 15.  During this month, America celebrates the Hispanic cultures, achievements, and heritage by commemorating the following historical events: Independence Day for Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua on September 15; Independence Day for Mexico on September 16; Independence Day for Chile on September 18; and the celebration of El Dia de la Raza on October 12.

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: traditional arts and crafts, poetry readings, Latin cuisine, strolling mariachi bands, traditional folkloric ballet, and Latin dance lessons – Salsa, Merengue, Samba, or Rumba. 

Disability Awareness Month
October 
Facts: National Disability Awareness Month allows us to reflect upon and consider the potential possessed by the millions of Americans with disabilities who currently serve in our workforce, as well as those who are ready and willing to join the workforce.  The individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act are two landmark civil rights laws, which have opened the doors of opportunity for people with disabilities and increased our awareness of the enormous contributions that Americans with disabilities can make to our national life.

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: a demonstration of skills performed by service, hearing, and therapy dogs, assistive/adaptive technology demonstrations, inviting high school and college students with disabilities to job-shadow, having a disability employment fair, and/or participating as mentors on National Disability Mentoring Day (October 16). 

American Indian Heritage Month
November 
Facts: The first "American Indian Day" was declared by the State of New York in 1916.  However, a month long recognition of Native Americans was not achieved until 1990.  President George Bush declared the first National American Indian Heritage Month on August 3, 1990.  The purpose of National American Indian Heritage Month is to honor and recognize the original peoples of this land.  The 1996 proclamation details their contributions to the past and to the future.

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: hands-on experiences with flint knapping, quilt work or beading, storytelling, displays of handmade jewelry and work completed by silversmiths, arts, crafts, American Indian cuisine, dancing, and traditional regalia. 

Black History Month
February 
Facts: In 1915, Dr. Carter G. Woodson founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History.  Through the association, began pressing for the establishment of Negro History Week.  Dr. Woodson`s dream became a reality in 1926.  He chose the second week of February for the observance because of the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglas, two individuals Dr. Woodson felt had dramatically affected the lives of African Americans.  In 1976, the Association succeeded in expanding the observance, which became Black History Month.

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: an African American history tour of Washington, D.C., a visit to The Great Blacks in Wax Museum in Baltimore, Maryland, creative dramatics, drumming, dancing, storytelling, sampling of soul food delicacies, and/or a tribute or musical salute to the gospel, classical, rhythm and blues, or jazz legends and rising stars from today’s youth.

Women’s History Month
March 
Facts: In 1978, the Education Task Force of Sonoma County, California sponsored a women’s history week to promote the teaching of women’s history -- at that time a neglected subject in elementary and high school curriculums.  In 1981, Congress passed a resolution making the week of March 8 a national celebration and in 1987 expanded it to the full month of March.

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: a luncheon honoring women who have made contributions to your company or field, development of a women’s mentoring program, and/or a music festival showcasing the contributions of women composers (past and present) through vocal and instrumental music.

Irish American Heritage Month
March 
Facts: Because many Americans celebrate their Irish lineage on St. Patrick’s Day, March was chosen as Irish American Heritage Month.  The month was proclaimed in 1995 by Congress (Public Law 103-379).  During this month, Americans who claim Irish heritage look back with pride on the achievements and contributions of their forebears.

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: Irish music, food, pipers, ceili and step dancing and dance lessons, an old- fashioned Irish picnic, and/or a concert.

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
May 
Facts: May is Asian Pacific American Heritage month – a celebration of Asian and Pacific Islanders in the United States.  In 1979, a joint resolution declared the first Asian Pacific American Heritage Week as May 4-10, 1979.  In 1990, President George Bush signed an extension making the weeklong celebration into a month-long celebration.  Public Law 102-450, approved in October 23, 1992, designated May of each year Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.  

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: a performance by an Asian/Pacific American storytelling theatre company, a fashion show, embassy tours, or festivals with music and cultural cuisine.

Older Americans Month
May 
Facts: The month of May marks the nation’s annual celebration of Older Americans Month.  For more than 35 years, the President of the United States has chosen May as the official month to honor and celebrate the extraordinary contributions of our older citizens.  Older Americans Month gives us the opportunity to focus on the remarkable longevity of our population.      

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: spending a day with your grandparents or another older American (playing board games, bowling, golfing, tennis, exercising, working with arts and crafts, or walking), visiting a nursing home, sending a card or letter to those who are out of town, going to the theatre or a movie, and/or having an old-fashioned picnic.
Gay-Lesbian Pride Month
June
Facts:  The first lesbian and gay pride march in the United States took place on June 28, 1970 in New York City and four other cities.  Former President Clinton made history on June 11, 1999, when he became the first president to announce June 1999 as a national "Gay and Lesbian Pride Month. 

In addition to the general activities, creative activities for the month could include: a 3K or 5K run, attending a local Pride Festival or Parade, and/or a video screening highlighting the pioneers of the Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights Movement.

