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Montgomery County, Maryland

Department of Correction and Rehabilitation

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

22880Whelan Lane  ( Boyds, Maryland 20841
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Montgomery County Correctional Facility 

Community Advisory Group

Monthly Minutes

November 16, 2004

Attendance:

Bina Allgood
Office Service Coordinator

Jeanette Barber
Captain, Sheriff’s Department

Robert Green
Warden

Nancy Hislop
Up-County Services Center

Mary Saxon-Clipper
Volunteer Coordinator

Lynette Noel
Citizen

Patricia Sollock
Administrator, Crisis Intervention Unit

Timothy Warner
Pastor, St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
INTRODUCTION

Warden Green welcomed everyone to our first breakfast meeting.  It was everyone’s opinion that breakfast meetings are a good idea, as far as scheduling, and hope that we will have a larger attendance in the future.

Volunteer Coordinator

The first week of November Mary Saxon-Clipper, Volunteer Coordinator, gave an orientation session to approximately 60 additional volunteers (approximately 460 total volunteers).  Volunteers who want to come into the facility to conduct programs is continuing to grow.

Warden Green has asked Mary Saxon-Clipper to put together a program after the first of the year to build bridges between the various volunteer programs.  Volunteers would get together to discuss what they are doing in the community.  The goal is to get the volunteers and groups around the table to talk and possibly find common ground where they can work together.    

OUTREACH

Reverend Warner spoke of his church’s plans to hand out school supplies in the MCCF Lobby.  That date has been set for December 4, 2004.  

MODEL LEARNING CENTER

Warden Green advised that the Department signed a contract with the Correctional Education Association  (CEA) to accredit the MCCF Model Learning Center.  There are no jails in Maryland that have their education program accredited.  It is a focus on the entire scope of educational services, not just adult basic education, ESOL, or re-entry.  Hopefully, in June 2005, we will have full accreditation of the MCCF Education Program.  It will give recognition to the national model education program that we believe we have at MCCF.

PROGRAMS

The youth programs continue to expand.  We recently had a group from Peru come to the facility and do a program on Latin American and Peruvian music.  It was very well received. 

In the future there will be a Native American Story Teller (November 23) that does a living history presentation.  

The Library Advisory Committee was very successful in registering inmates to vote.  There were 79 inmates that registered and 65 voted.  

MENTAL ILLNESS AWARENESS WEEK 

Mental Illness Awareness Week was a big success (October 4 to October 8).  The purpose was to raise awareness about mental illness.  There were 13 speakers, which were widely received by MCCF staff, as well as other County agency staff, and a few community members.  During this week there were special awareness group presentations for the inmates as well.  There was also an art poster contest that were displayed at the annual National Alliance of the Mentally Ill (NAMI) dinner.

Patricia spoke of the Department’s new initiative; a pilot program called Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT).  It focuses on people with borderline personality disorders.  This is groundbreaking treatment in the field of corrections.  The DBT program was started at MCCF approximately nine months ago.  

We have seen a major decrease in violence, an increase in people being involved in therapeutic groups, and an increase in people being able to leave CIU that can function in the general population or out in the community.  After putting together a proposal, MCCF will adopt this as the treatment of choice for people with mental health problems.  

GANG TASK FORCE

The County Executive’s Gang Task Force is continuing to move forward.  Funds are available in the FY06 budget process to further establish quality gang initiatives.  

Re-Entry Task Force

MCCF has started a Re-Entry Group.  A meeting was held with all the parties involved (HHS, Mental Health, Substance Abuse, etc.) in re-entry.  We will publish a document of all the services that are available currently and identify the gaps.  A survey would be sent out to the inmate population to voice what their needs are (housing, clothing, job search, child care).  Our hope is to equip every inmate with the programs and connections they need to be successful in the community once released.  

The next meeting (bi-monthly) will be a BREAKFAST MEETING Tuesday,

January 18, 2005 at 7:30 A.M. 

at MCCF, (2nd Floor)
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