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Montgomery County, Maryland

Department of Correction and Rehabilitation

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

22880Whelan Lane  ( Boyds, Maryland 20841
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Montgomery County Correctional Facility 

Community Advisory Group

Monthly Minutes

March 21, 2006
Attendance:

Bina Allgood

OSC, MCCF

Rodney Brown

Captain, Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office

Katharine Giacalone

Life Skills Workshop

Rev. Leon Grant

Mt. Calvary Baptist Church

Barbara James

Manager, Model Learning Center, MCCF
Leon Luecke

St. James Church, After Care Program
Suzy Malagari

Deputy Warden, MCCF

Rev. W.F. Terry Reister

Hyattstown Christian Church

Mary Saxon-Clipper
Program and Volunteer Coordinator, MCCF

Gale Starkey
Re-Entry Unit Supervisor, MCCF

Pat Tellish
Life Skills Workshop

INTRODUCTION

Deputy Warden Malagari welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Warden Green was out of town attending a conference and could not be present.
Re-Entry Program

The Re-Entry Program, our newest initiative, was reviewed and updated from our last meeting.  

· The Re-Entry Program is up and running.
· Gale Starkey is the Unit Supervisor of the Re-Entry Program.
· The Social Worker who helps coordinate County services for the inmates is on board.  Her name is Wendy Miller.
· Joyce Reimherr from Montgomery Works is running the One Stop Center.
· Regular Re-Entry Collaborative Case Management meetings are being held bi-weekly.  Case Managers present case summaries of inmates soon to be released.  There are various other agencies partnering with us who are also present. 

· The faith based organizations are on board, which has been extremely enlightening and helpful.  

· The Re-Entry I.D. Card is up and running and being issued to released inmates.  
Katharine Giacafone and Pat Tellish of Life Skills Workshop spoke with the group about many of their services for women soon to be released from incarceration.  Deputy Warden Malagari stated a meeting could be set up in the future to share their resources.  They will contact Mary Saxon-Clipper.
Gale Starkey reported now that the Re-Entry Program is up and running and many agencies are around the table, Warden Green would like statistical data to be gathered for resource mapping.  This would allow us to know exactly which targeted areas in our community these offenders are re-entering, thus we can target areas to locate specific housing.
Don Luecke stated since volunteering with his church’s aftercare program he has found it important that the many opportunities and resources available in the community be shared with everyone.  Gale Starkey is working on a Resource Manual which will list all these resources.  This is a booklet that is given to an inmate prior to their being released from the facility.  Volunteers could possibly help with this project.
The department is currently working to add a Benefits Specialist position to the Re-Entry staff.  They would work with inmates who may have had benefits prior to incarceration or lost their benefits during incarceration.  The Benefits Specialist could also set up in the MCCF lobby to help the families get benefits now that their spouse is incarcerated.
The department is trying to change the amount of medication that is given to an inmate from 3 days to what ever is enough to take them to their first follow-up appointment in the community after release.  There are several issues to be worked out to make this change.

The department is also trying to get the Re-Entry I.D. Card (given to the inmate upon release) approved as a bus pass.  

The Grand Opening Ceremony for the One Stop Center is scheduled for late April.  Mr. Duncan, as well as other distinguished guests, will attend to give their support.  Flyers and e-mail notices will be going out to all the MCCF Community Advisory Group Members.
Starfish Camp
Rev. Reister reported that his church’s Camp Starfish will be four days instead of three days this year (August 13, 14, 15, return on August 16).  The camp is designed to allow the child of an incarcerated inmate the ability to participate in a structured summer camp at no cost to the family.  Mary Saxon-Clipper stated that her church will be providing transportation for the children from their homes to the bus pickup location.  The Inmate Council has donated $2,000 to the camp.  Flyers and applications will be distributed to the inmates at MCCF.  
The next meeting (bi-monthly) will be a BREAKFAST MEETING Tuesday,

May 16, 2006 at 7:30 A.M. 

at MCCF
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