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Montgomery County, Maryland

Department of Correction and Rehabilitation

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

22880Whelan Lane  ( Boyds, Maryland 20841

240/773-9700 ( FAX 240/773-9943
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Montgomery County Correctional Facility 

Community Advisory Group

Monthly Minutes

September 21, 2004

Attendance:

Bina Allgood
Office Service Coordinator

Jeanette Barber
Captain, Sheriff’s Department

Vicky Dorworth
Montgomery College

Leon Grant
Pastor, Mt. Calvary Baptist Church

Robert Green
Warden

Nancy Hislop
Up-County Services Center

Mary Jones-Brown
Deputy Warden Inmate Services

Suzy Malagari
Correctional Specialist IV

Tony Mavrakos
Pastor, Seventh Day Adventist

Terry Reister
Pastor, Hyattstown Christian Church

Mary Saxon-Clipper
Volunteer Coordinator

Brent Simmons
Seventh Day Adventist

Timothy Warner
Pastor, St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
INTRODUCTION

Warden Green welcomed everyone after our summer break.  The Montgomery County Correctional Facility has accomplished quite a lot since opening, March 22, 2003.  Within the first fifteen months of operation, MCCF is officially fully accredited with every group that can accredit a correctional facility in the country.  

· American Correctional Association

· National Commission on Correctional Healthcare

· Maryland Commission on Correctional Standards

Volunteer Coordinator

Warden Green introduced the new Volunteer Coordinator, Mary Saxon-Clipper.  She has served the Department of Correction and Rehabilitation for 25 years, and is very involved in the community.  Mary is very dedicated to her work.  She has brought a lot of specialty programs and services to this facility and she has done incredible work with the female population. 

Suzy Malagari, Correctional Specialist IV, is Mary’s immediate supervisor, with the Deputy Warden of Inmate Services, Mary Jones-Brown, being their supervisor.  Their telephone numbers and email addresses are listed below.  

· Mary Saxon-Clipper
240-773-9898

mary.saxon-clipper@montgomerycountymd.gov
· Suzy Malagari

240-773-9812

suzy.malagari@montgomerycountymd.gov
· Mary Jones-Brown
240-773-9901

mary.jones-brown@montgomerycountymd.gov
LIFE SKILLS

Once again, there is a need for volunteers to help conduct mock job interviews with the inmates.  This was very successful in the past.  Nancy Hislop spoke of her experience interviewing inmates and how rewarding it was to participate.  In the future, a possible next step to help the inmates re-enter the workforce, is to have a job fair.

Warden Green spoke of our very successful bakery program.  In October, six more inmates will graduate from the bakery program (this would be a total of 18 graduates since starting the program).  Most are working in a bakery or for a caterer.  The instructor, Chris Johnson, makes it her goal to stay in contact with all of the bakery program graduates on a regular basis to see how they are doing.  

The MCCF Model Learning Program has seven teachers who do a tremendous job.  In the last budget year we had 28 inmates receive their GED’s.  

LATIN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH (September 15 to October 15)

The MCCF Latino Population is approximately 16%.  Inmate Services has planned many activities for Latin American Heritage Month.  There will be an inmate poster contest.  The Model Learning Center will be conducting individual lessons in their GED classes; learning about Maya, studying Central and South American countries, writing travel brochures, and designing postage stamps to represent Hispanic countries.  There will be books in the Library about Latin American writers or pamphlets on the culture.  A volunteer walked from unit to unit singing Mariachi music, identifying the heritage of each song.  

PROGRAMS

We recently had a poetry arts program brought into the jail.  There were 20 inmates in the program who were exposed to something different; a way to express themselves in a way totally new to them.  

A non-profit organization, Class Acts has been bringing the arts to the youthful offender population at MCCF.  They are actively involved in bringing cultural programs to Maryland’s Criminal Justice System.  

There is a new Veterans Population Transition program in effect.  There is a Veterans Administration representative that comes into the jail to work with the veteran population to see that they have their discharge papers, entitlement, or to identify services they may need upon release.  The goal is to have all this in order before the inmate is released.  

MENTAL ILLNESS AWARENESS WEEK (October 4 to October 8)

Mental Illness Awareness Week has been organized by the MCCF Crisis Intervention Unit.  It is a week of mental health speakers and events for staff to participate in.  These events are open to staff and anyone in the community.  The event will be held in the Community Room off of the MCCF

Lobby.  A few of the topics are: Mental Illness in the United States, Borderline Personality Disorder and Suicide, Psychotropic Medications and Impact on Behavior.  

CLOTHES CLOSET

Are there places that except donated professional clothing or clothing of any type?  Nancy Hislop has gotten calls about donating clothes.  The group knew of a clothes closet at the Pre-Release Center and St. James church.  Brent Simmons said he has used the internet to locate local organizations that specialize in professional clothing who would except donations. 

GANG TASK FORCE

DOCR was asked to work on the Executive’s Task Force for Gang Violence in Montgomery County and P.G. County.  Three committees were started; Suppression, Education and Enforcement.  They came up with a 21 point plan that the County will adopt, which should be available on the County website.  

Library

Bill Campbell, chairman of the Library Advisory Committee, with the help of the committee volunteers decided to hold an inmate voter’s registration drive at MCCF.  The first drive is September 29.  The committee’s volunteers will come into the units to register interested inmates to vote.  They will take the registrations back to the Board of Elections, who will certify them (who can and can not vote) and come back in October to collect the absentee ballots.  This serves as an educational program for the inmates, as well as exercising their rights.

We are in the process of setting up a Library program where interested inmates can get their Montgomery County Library card when they leave MCCF.  This can be a very helpful connection to the community.

MONTGOMERY COLLEGE

Vicky Dorworth announced that the articulation has been finalized with Montgomery College and DOCR.  Montgomery College will be awarding twelve (12) credits to individuals who have completed the State Training Academy and specialized in-service training.  This is a help to officers and non-uniform staff who want to further their education. 
UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

· There will be an American Red Cross Blood Drive on the fourth Monday, every other month at the Seventh Day Adventist Church (Route 355 and Comus Road).  

· Up County Regional Center will also have an American Red Cross Blood Drive on October 18.

· The Germantown October Fest will be October 2, 2004 at the Ridge Road Recreational Park.

· There is a golf tournament on October 11 at 10:30 a.m. sponsored by the St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Boyds to raise start-up funds for Onesimus HRD, Inc. (a non-profit corporation which will provide the full range of transformative services for those returning from jail into society).  

OutREACH

There was discussion concerning what would be of help to the small children who come to MCCF to visit a relative.  Warden Green had suggested that the churches could set up a table in the MCCF Lobby and hand out school supplies, coloring books, crayons, sticker books, etc.  It might be a good way for the churches to connect to the family members.  Handing out presents to the children at the Christmas holidays was also suggested.  This is already an activity of Good News Jail and Prison Ministries. 

ATTENDANCE

To possibly increase our attendance, Warden Green made the suggestion that our meeting go to a “breakfast meeting.”  This change would be of help to many members’ who have busy evening schedules.  It was the consensus of the members present to change our next meeting to a “breakfast meeting.”  

The next meeting (bi-monthly) will be a BREAKFAST MEETING 

November 16, 2004 at 7:30 A.M. 

at MCCF, (2nd Floor)
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