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Under Chaner Section 213, 1 request that the Council approve the appointment of Saul 
Ewing, LLP (Saul Ewing) as special counsel to assist the Office of the County Attorney in 
representing Montgomery County in connection with legal issues, including potential claims and 
anticipated 1itigation, arising out of the: design and construction of the Silver Spring Transit 
Center (SSTC). Saul Ewing would work under the direction of the Office of the County 
Attorney in order to assist the Office in pursuing and defending potential claims and litigation 
associated with the SSTC project 

Saul Ewing is a highly qua1ified firm consisting of more than 250 lawyers in offices 
located throughout tbe mid-Atlantic region. The lead attorney from Saul Ewing. Garry Boehlert, 
who wil.l be assisting the County in the legal issues related [0 the SSTC. is co-chair of Saul 
Ewing's Construction Practice Group. Mr. Boehlert has significant experience in dealing with 
the type of complex design and construction issues impacting the SSTC. Mr. Boehlert will be 
assisted in his representation of Montgomery County by one of his partneIS at Saul Ewing, 
Michelle N. Lipkowitz, as well as several associates, all of whom are part of the firrn's 
construction practice. 

Mr. Boehlert, Ms. Lipkowitz, and the other attorneys from Saul E\\oing routinely provide 
counsel to public owners, such as the State of Maryland, Prince George's County, and Arlington 
County, Virginia.. among others, related to issues similar to those presented by the SSTC proj ecl. 
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Specifica1Jy, Saul Ewing lawyers have resolved claims and Htigation involving a 
seriously cracked structural floor slab in a newly constructed facility in Brooklyn, NY; collapse 
of the ceiling of the 1-90 tunnel in Boston. otherwise known as the "Big Dig" project~ and 
collapse of a high rise building in Guam. 

Additionally, Saul Ewing maintains an in-house litigation Support Services Department 
which is able to provide assistance in the effective use of technology as well as the preservation, 
collection, review and production of large volumes of infonnation which will likely be necessary 
in claims and litigation related to the SSTC. 

For purposes of this matter, Saul Ewing has agreed to provide the County with its legal 
services at preferred blended rates which represent, on average, a discount on the rates at which 
Saul Ewing ordinarily biJIs its clients. Further, Saul Ewing has agreed to hold the quoted rates 
through December 31, 2016. As such, the Cmmty should benefit from receiving the legal 
services of Saul Ewing at a highly competitive value as compared.. to services of like firms in the 
Washington DC metro area. 

Accordingly. 1 request Council confirmation of Saul Ewing as special counsel to 
Montgomery County under Charter Section 213. 

cc: 	Isiah Leggett, County Executive 
Timothy Firestine. Chief Administrative Officer 
Da\-id Disc, Director, Department ofGeneral Services 
Bonnie Kirkland, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer 
John Markovs. Deputy County Anomey 
Trevor Ashbarry, Associate County Attorney 
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