Bed Bug Information & Best Practices for the Field Providers:

As an emergency responder bed bugs are part of your future.  In order to assist you with information regarding methods to keep our exposures to a minimum we offer the following guidance:

· The presence of bed bugs cannot distract you from your job and care of the patient

· For known bed bug locations - if patient care allows, limit the number of people and equipment that go into the site.  Only those necessary for good patient care need to enter.

· Be aware of your surroundings – look for signs of infestation, i.e. live bugs, molted skins, fecal stains.

· If bed bug signs are spotted discreetly alert the other crew members so they can take precautions.

· Do not put bags or equipment directly onto the bed, furniture or floor.  You can put plastic down (red hazmat bags work well) so that there is a barrier between the bugs and your equipment.

· Do not use the patient’s own bedding to move, transfer, or transport.  

· If you have a bed bug issue with a patient you should notify the hospital of the problem so they can make arrangements.

· If you see signs of bed bugs during or after transport follow the bed bug notification process to include notification of the on-duty Safety Officer as soon as possible.  

· Put all linens in a plastic bag.  

· If you find bed bugs on your clothing follow the previously disseminated direction to put clothing in the dryer for 30 minutes when you get back to the station while being careful not to spread the problem to the station.

· The Safety Officer will now be carrying Steri-Fab a product specifically designed to treat for bed bugs.  They may meet you at the hospital to begin the disinfection process. 

· The Safety Officer in consultation with the DOC will determine if the unit will be treated with Steri-Fab and/or an exterminator service will be called in. 

· If there are patients who we repetitively run that have bed bug issues consider engaging the EMSDO to see if there is something that can be done in conjunction with other County agencies.

