Human Rights Hall of Fame 2006 Inductees

Christine Clarke

Ms. Christine “Tina” Clarke is a native of Montgomery County, Maryland.  As an oral and document-written historian, she serves as a witness to local African American history.  Her quest for what is fair, just and equal is legendary.  Ms. Clarke participated in the process of integration.  At an early age, she picketed the public library, as she was an avid reader who was not allowed to receive a library card or read the books in the library.  Her continued fight for equality included marches at Glen Echo Park and other venues for public accommodation.  Ms. Clarke is a voice of conscience to serve human needs.  She is the granddaughter of Noah E. Clarke.

Noah E. Clarke*

Mr. Noah E. Clarke was born on September 18, 1878, the son of a freed slave.  He successfully argued for formalized education of African American children and social justice in the early 1900’s.  He began his professional career as a teacher.  He developed into a community leader, improving educational opportunities for all.  He is a member of a prominent family from the Jerusalem community of Poolesville whose achievements have been featured in numerous publications.  Professor Clarke died in 1958 at the age of seventy-nine.  His spirit lives and is evident in our schools and community.  Mr. Samuel Harper, grandson, will accept the award.

Hyman Cunin*

Mr. Hyman Cunin was an architect and fine artist who, as a college professor, devoted himself to empowering minority students to advance themselves, thereby promoting a more functional and aesthetic physical environment.  Mr. Cunin became a visionary leader in public transportation and was selected for various national projects.  He was instrumental in attaining reduced bus fares for the elderly and disabled, as well as for providing bus-stop shelters and regular bus service to senior homes. Mr. Cunin was a life-long human rights activist who promoted decent housing and transportation for all people.  Accepting the award is his daughter, Ms. Irene Glaser.

Emily C. Edmonson*

Ms. Emily C. Edmonson was born in Montgomery County, MD, circa 1835.  She overcame the oppression of slavery, as she worked as an abolitionist alongside Frederick Douglas. As the daughter of a free black man and an enslaved woman, law dictated that she and her siblings be destined to a life of servitude.  Her failed attempt to escape slavery on the ill-fated journey of the Pearl increased the public’s will to end slavery.  After great struggle, her father bought her freedom in 1848.  Ms. Edmonson later become a teacher and traveled the county as a speaker.  Her award is being accepted by a descendant and County resident, Ms. Diane Young.

Hugh G. Gallagher*

Despite great suffering in his life, Mr. Hugh G. Gallagher championed many human rights causes, particularly in the area of disabilities.  Mr. Gallagher, stricken with polio at age 19, played a major role in the decision to have the statute of Franklin D. Roosevelt in a wheelchair erected at the memorial in Washington, DC.  He wrote an early civil rights law affecting the disabled, the precursor to the Americans with Disabilities Act, and several books.  He served on many boards and panels and was appointed to the Montgomery County Human Rights Commission.  In 2004, he died of cancer.  A relative, Mr. Tim Hermans, will accept his award.

Lee Jordan*

Mr. Lee Jordan spent nearly 50 years selflessly serving the children of Takoma Park, MD.  He stood as a role model to all, regardless of race, gender or income, in his position as coach and mentor.  “Mr. Lee,” as he was affectionately known, was instrumental in paving the way for peaceful integration of the area schools by using his vision, helping children find refuge from the hazards of everyday life through sports.  Often, the Police Department would enlist his talents to motivate troubled youth.  Many of his protégées went on to become professional athletes and leaders in the community.  Accepting his award is his grandson, Mr. Otis Matthews, Jr.

Shirley S. Lynne*

Ms. Shirley S. Lynne was a community activist who tirelessly fought to breakdown the stigma of mental illness and helped to create a powerful lobby to testify for budget resources for services and research.  Although she stood only 4 feet 11 inches, she was a giant in the community.  A founding member of the Montgomery County Chapter of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, her hard work and dedication with the organization continues to reap rewards for people with mental illness and their families.  She volunteered with several community, civic and religious boards, committees and associations.  Her daughter, Ms. Diane Lynne, will accept the award. 

Michael S. Morris*

Dr. Michael S. Morris was the founder of the Proyecto Salud Clinic – the Montgomery County Language Minority Health Project, which provides healthcare, management and service for thousands of area patients.  Dr. Morris believed that all individuals, regardless of social status or ethnic background deserved quality healthcare.  He used his visionary leadership, determination and achievement to decrease the disparities that prevented the indigent population from receiving care.  He taught medicine for many years, believing that the hope for the future depended on the young generations.  His wife, Dr. Chon-Hwa Tsai-Morris, will receive his award.

Anita Neal Powell

Ms. Anita Neal Powell has a passion for preserving the historical fabric of African Americans.  She is the founding President of the Lincoln Park Historical Foundation, a non-profit organization geared toward heightening the awareness of the historic presence and contributions made by African Americans.  Under her leadership, the organization offers public service in the areas of research, education, training, community outreach, economic and community development, health education, family history, mentoring, cultural diversity and historic preservation.  She has created television programs, exhibits, maps, posters and cultural tours.

George H. Sealey*

Mr. George H. Sealey’s career of public service began in the military in World War II.  After returning home, he became a teacher and administrator in the public school system.  His devotion to helping others became global, and he joined the Peace Corp and, later, the Foreign Service.  Mr. Sealey was active with many local, national and international organizations.  He was a former President of the Montgomery County Chapter of the NAACP and the catalyst for building the national memorial honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  His award is being accepted by a friend, Henry Hailstock.

John Smith

Mr. John Smith has dedicated his life to expanding human rights in the community.  He has worked tirelessly over the last four decades improving the lives of children and young adults.  Fifteen years ago, he spearheaded the creation of the Task Force on Mentoring of Montgomery County, Inc., a non-profit organization developed to assist others in implementing programs.   His efforts have benefited thousands of youngsters and helped them to grow into contributing members of our society.  Currently, Mr. Smith is working to protect citizens’ needs and conditions as an Analyst in the office of the County Council.

F. Wilson Wims

Mr. Wilson “Bus” Wims is motivated by an insatiable desire to help others.  The 91 year old resident of Clarksburg, MD, became a bricklayer.  With his vision and hands, he changed the community.  “Bus” taught many others his skill so that they, too, could sustain their families.  He created one of area’s first “rent to own” programs that assisted economically disadvantaged families to become homeowners.  As the proprietor of a baseball team in the Negro league, he mentored children and helped to integrate sports and recreation programs.  He was the first Chair for the Clarksburg Civic Association, which still meets in the building he helped to construct.

Harvey Zeigler

Mr. Harvey Zeigler was a major contributor to the cultural progress of the Up County.  As a resident of Damascus, MD, he has worked actively to integrate clubs, churches and businesses.  Mr. Zeigler has helped to organized protests, and his efforts have changed discriminatory loan policies at local banks.  He has fought for sensitivity training and equal employment opportunities in the U.S. Government and in the Montgomery County Public School System.  He has served on multiple committees, board and panels.  His hard work and dedication has been recognized by many, resulting in numerous accolades.

