Engine Company Positioning
At Emergency Incidents

Auto Fires: Montgomery County PSTA Practical Skills Manual

Ideally position Engine uphill and upwind. Park Engine blocking necessary lanes of
traffic in roadway or parking lot to protect crews and pump operator. Park Engine at least
100ft from any Auto fire.

Personal Injury Collisions: FRC Policy 24-04 Vehicle Accident Response

Position Engine behind the collision scene blocking necessary lanes of traffic in
roadway or parking lot to protect crews and pump operator if the vehicle should catch
fire. EMS transport units and Rescue Squad should be in front of the Engine. Do not
count on police to block the collision scene. Many may block the scene and later move
their cars for other reasons. They may not understand what safety needs the fire
department has on the scene of collisions. If you require assistance, be specific and
communicate with the police.

Trench Collapse: FRC Policy 65-89 First Responder for Trench Collapse Incidents

Park the Engine 250 feet from the scene. Turn off apparatus if possible. Establish
an off-site staging area for other apparatus arriving at the scene. Eliminate all sources of
vibration up to 500 feet.

Natural Gas Emergencies: FRC Policy 25-07 Natural Gas Incident Response

Outside natural gas leak,

First due units should park uphill and upwind from incident at a safe distance for all
natural gas emergencies if possible. All other units Level | stage such as on major gas
leaks.

Natural gas leak inside a structure,

First due units should park uphill and upwind from incident at a safe distance for all
natural gas emergencies if possible. Do not park directly in front of a building reported to
have a natural gas leak inside the structure. All other units Level | stage 500yds or greater
from the scene.

Structure Fires: FRC Policy 24-07 Sop for Safe Firefighting Operations

All Engines take assigned position on appropriate side of the structure. Park Engine
out of the way and do not block other apparatus trying to gain access to the structure.
Ensure that room is left for aerial apparatus. Do not park where you may block ground
ladders from being taken off aerial apparatus.
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Hazardous Materials Incidents/Un-known Material: 2004 DOT Guide Book

Guide 111, Isolate in all directions 100 meters. For tanker truck fires isolate 800 meters
in all directions. Consider your apparatus may be placed back at this distance initially
until required action and material identification has been determined by the unit or
command officer. If apparatus approaches a tanker truck fire for the purpose of cooling it
down to prevent BLEVE, do not approach from the ends. This is the danger area if the
tank should explode.

Staging: FRC Policy 20-02 Incident Command System
Level | staging is not past the last hydrant or 500yds from the incident.

For Level Il Staging, stage at a pre determined location. Apparatus should be in close
proximity to each other. When possible, park where your apparatus can be moved into
place when needed at the fire ground or exposures. Do not block other apparatus at the
staging location. Your apparatus or others may be required to clear the incident and go
back in service at different times. When parking apparatus on narrow roads, all apparatus
should be parked on the same side of the road.
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Engine Company Water Supply Positioning
How will your position affect other incoming units?

Other Considerations;
Deployment of attack lines
Access to structure

SOP’s

Water supply issues

Collapse zone

Room for Truck Company

PIC/EMS Incidents — Protection of personnel

AN N N NN

The 1% due engine selecting a hydrant directly in front of the address may
block access for other units.

Road is now blocked by 1* due engine company
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The 1% due engine has pulled passed the hydrant to allow access for special
service and has implemented the heavy water hook-up for maximum use of
hydrant.

In this example the water supply engine has blocked the access for other
units. Consider parking out of the way and connecting the humat valve and
charge the hydrant. Position Engine for water supply after the other units
have made their access.
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Multi-Family Structures

The hydrant in this photo sits directly If the engine elects this hydrant as their
in front of the structure of origin. water supply, then the aerial may have
restricted access.

Consider driving past the hydrant to
facilitate aerial access to the
structure. Use short lengths of hose
to make your hydrant connections
(consider using a “heavy water”
hook-up) Drivers should be well
versed in the use of various adapters.
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Another option would be to allow the aerial to respond ahead of the engine thus
allowing for optimum positioning. The engine can still make their connections from
the rear of the aerial and have access to deploy attack lines.

Leave a space cushion behind the aerial to Engine placement has a major impact
facilitate the removal of ground ladders. upon aerial placement and the optimum
scrub area provided.

Remember, your apparatus position will have an impact on other units.
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