APPROVED February 5, 2009
 
Minutes of December 4, 2008 Meeting
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Executive Office Building Auditorium
 
Members attending: Josefina Beck, Tyson Bellamy, Nadine Benton, Enas Elhanafi, Jenny Freedman, Irma Hafeez, Tiffany Heath, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kimberly Powell, Jorge Restrepo, Alexander Taku, Anna Towns, Terry Van, and Lesley Vossen.
 
Member excused: Emmanuel Edokobi, Christy Hoang, Harry Iceland, Mark Puryear, and Kennedy Odzafi.
 
Members absent: Deepak Bansal, Walter Dawson, Michael Friedman, and Grace Spence.
  
Staff members: Bruce Adams, Karla Silvestre, and Tim Warner.
 
Guest: Barbara Kaufmann (Department of Economic Development).
 
Chairman Nakshbendi called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and introduced the guest speaker. 
 
Career Opportunities for a Diverse Community
Barbara Kaufmann, Workforce Manager in the Department of Economic Development and Director of Montgomery County’s Workforce Investment Board, explained that Montgomery County offers services to businesses that need employees. We have a one-stop-shop for people looking for jobs. There is one office in Wheaton, a smaller office upcounty, and another located in the correctional facility. There is a 30 person Workforce Investment Board that reflects the diversity of the business community and our educational and other partners. Youth services are provided by Maryland Multicultural in silver Spring. 
 
Montgomery County’s unemployment rate is the envy of the nation, but it is creeping up. There has been a 40% increase in need for job placement services from the summer of 2007. 
 
There are income eligibility rules for training. The County does not ask the legal status of people seeking services. Twelve thousand adults are served each year. There is no requirement to report results. Those who get more in-depth services are tracked. Our placement rate was 54% in 2007, slightly higher than the national average. 
 
Our business service team is talking with businesses every day so we stay on top of what businesses want. Our program in the correctional facility is first rate. When people leave the facility, they go to the center in Wheaton where people vouch for them with businesses. 
 
Minutes of September 4, October 4, and November 6 2008 meetings
The Committee approved the minutes of the September 4, October 4, and November 6 meetings.
 
Subcommittee Reports
Nadine Benton (Culture & Community Outreach) said the subcommittee members supported the World of Montgomery Festival and the interfaith dialogue.
 
Jenny Freedman (Immigration on behalf of Harry Iceland) reported on the subcommittee’s “Share Your Stories” project at the World of Montgomery Festival.
 
Rayness Mayne (Political & Economic Empowerment) turned to Jorge Restrepo who asked for greater attention to the impact of the economic situation on ethnic communities.
 
2008 Annual Report
Chairman Nakshbendi asked each Subcommittee to provide additional content for the 2008 Annual Report.
 

Religious Tolerance
 
Enas Elhanafi said that she wants the Committee to connect people and open a dialogue. She pointed out that “[P]eople don’t feel comfortable in their own country.” Muslims and Arabs supported President-elect Obama in the election but were disrespected. Lots of people are doing different things, but they are not connected. Karla Silvestre said we could identify others doing this work. Enas said that there will be three weeks of programs at the Kennedy Center in February.
 
Terry Vann asked if we could meet with others with responsibility. Tim Warner pointed out that the Hate-Violence Commission is dealing with this and that we could reach out to them. Lesley Vossen asked what is happening in Michigan and other jurisdictions with high Arab and Middle Eastern populations. Chief Alexander Taku said that we should participate but warned against overreacting.
 
Irma Hafeez said that it is important to know of the good things that are happening. The Muslim Council is doing Holiday Baskets for our neighbors in need. The State of New Jersey established an Arab American Committee, the State of Maryland established a Middle Eastern Commission, and County Executive Ike Leggett created a Middle Eastern American Advisory Group.
 
Tiffany Heath proposed writing a letter to the Executive express the Committee’s concern and the Committee agreed to authorize the Chair to send a letter to the County Executive. 
 
Reflections on the 2008 Faithfulness Together Event
Reverend Tim Warner briefed the Committee on the highly successful Faithfulness Together event held on Sunday, November 16, 2008 at the B’nai Israel Congregation in Rockville. The “Faithfulness Together: Conversations About Justice, Mercy and Self-Sufficiency in a Diverse County” event featured Dr. James A. Forbes, Jr., Senior Minister Emeritus of New York City’s Riverside Church (and the brother of the Committee’s very own Anna Forbes Towns). Tim explained that there was an economic meltdown as we were planning this event. “There is no model” for this work, he said. The next step will be a series of faith community meetings at the County’s five Regional Services Centers in January 2009 with a goal of creating a faith advisory group to the County Executive. Lesley Vossen reported that it was “an extraordinary day.”
 
Sister Cities
Bruce Adams reported that the County Executive is in the process of creating a committee to advise him on how best to select a number of Sister City relationships with cities and counties around the world. The group is studying best practices. Lesley Vossen made note of the Partners of the Americas organization. Jorge Restrepo pointed to the potential for business partnerships.
 
New Officers for 2009
Chairman Nakshbendi said that Tyson Bellamy, Jorge Restrepo, and Lesley Vossen joined him on the Nominating Subcommittee and recommended the following slate of officers for 2009:
 
Lobna (Luby) Ismail, Chair;
Nadine Benton, Vice Chair;
Kimberly Powell, Secretary;
Tiffany Heath, Officer At-Large;
Harry Iceland, Officer At-Large; and
Anna Towns, Officer at-Large.
 
The Committee approved the recommendations of the Subcommittee. Chairman Nakshbendi expressed his appreciation to the members and reminded them that it is their Committee and that they should direct the activities of the Committee.
 
New Business  
1. Terry Vann thanked the current Chair, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, for his service
 
2. Jorge Restrepo invited members to attend the December 15, 2008 Minority Business Breakfast.
 
3. Bruce Adams distributed a postcard regarding the County’s service activities and concert in celebration of the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service on January 19, 2009.
 
Adjourn & Celebration of the Season
Chairman Nakshbendi adjourned the business portion of the meeting and invited members to stay for a Celebration of the Season.
 
 
2009 Meetings of Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Thursday January 8, 2009 
Thursday February 5, 2009
Thursday March 5, 2009
Thursday April 2, 2009
Thursday May 7, 2009
Thursday June 4, 2009 
Thursday September 10, 2009 (note: first Thursday is before Labor Day)
Saturday October 10, 2009 (note: retreat from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
Thursday November 5, 2009 
Thursday December 3, 2009
 
 
 
 
