APPROVED May 1, 2008
Minutes of April 3, 2008 Meeting
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Rockville Library
 
Members attending: Walter Dawson, Jenny Freedman, Irma Hafeez, Christy Hoang, Luby Ismail, Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kimberly Powell, Mark Puryear, Grace Spence, Alexander Taku, Terry Van, and Lesley Vossen.
 
Member excused: Enas Elhanafi, Harry Iceland and Kennedy Odzafi.
 
Members absent: Deepak Bansal, Josefina Beck, Nadine Benton, Emmanuel Edokobi, and Abdul Karzai.
  
Staff members: Bruce Adams, Nguyenminh Chau, Lily Qi, and Tim Warner.
 
Guests: Mumin Barre (former CEA member) and Dr. Gilberto Zelaya (Board of Elections).
 
Note: Because of heavy rain and difficult traffic conditions, the start of the meeting was delayed until 7 p.m. and several members were unable to attend.
 
Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2008 meeting
Action: Committee approved the minutes of the March 6, 2008 meeting.
 
Presentation by Dr. Gilberto Zelaya from the Board of Elections
Former CEA member Mumin Barre introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Gilberto Zelaya from the County’s Board of Elections, who spoke about the urgent need for election judges, training sites, and upcoming voter registration drives. Dr. Z spoke from personal family experience about the importance of promoting citizenship and welcoming people to the political process. He emphasized the importance of well trained election officials and the need for constant recruitment and training. He asked the members of the Committee for Ethnic Affairs to help him recruit election judges and to sign-up themselves to be election judges. He stressed the fact that there is always turnover. Dr. Z said that the Board will set up training sessions for anyone who will organize a group. He emphasized the value of judges with bilingual skills. Dr. Z made a special request for possible training sites that he could secure for the eight week duration of the training before the November election. He spoke of the Board of Elections’ Future Vote Initiative that involved 1,500 young people in 2006. Fifty of them became judges in the 2008 primary. 

 
Proposed Change in Subcommittees 
The Committee approved the merger of the Culture & Humanities and Community Relations subcommittees and deferred a decision on the name of the new subcommittee until Nadine Benton, the subcommittee chair, could be present at the May 1 meeting.
 
Subcommittee Reports
        Community Relations, Culture & Humanities
        Political Education & Involvement 
        Economic Empowerment
        Immigration 
 
Resignation of Jin Kim
The Committee accepted the resignation of Jin Kim. A certificate of appreciation for his service from the County Executive will be sent to him.
 

Update on Process to Fill Vacancies
Bruce Adams explained that the County Executive had selected new members and that their appointments should be confirmed by the County Council before the May 1 meeting. Lesley Vossen pointed out the need for representation of people from Ethiopia on the Committee.
 
Future Meetings
         Next meeting May 1 will begin with Subcommittee meetings at 7 p.m. Jenny Freedman took the leadership in organizing food for a reception for new members at 6:30 p.m. Members contributed to a fund to buy the food for the May meeting.
         June 5 meeting at Gilchrist Center with Martin Ford of Maryland Office for New Americans.
 
New Business 
Rayness Mayne informed the Committee that we are planning a Caribbean Heritage Month.
 
 
Chair Ghiyath Nakshbendi reminded Committee members that the next regular meeting of the Committee will be on May 1, 2008 and adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m.
 
Future Meetings: June 5, September 4, November 6, and December 4. Saturday October 4 retreat from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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