Minutes of January 3, 2008 Meeting
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Office of Community Partnerships

Members attending: Deepak Bansal, Nadine Benton, Enas Elhanafi, Harry Iceland, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kennedy Odzafi, Kimberly Powell, Terry Vann, and Lesley Vossen
Member excused: Rodney Webb

Members absent: Mumin Barre, Emmanuel Edokobi, Bernadette Fitzsimmons, Jin Kim, and Chuke Nwachuku
Staff members attending: Bruce Adams, Reed Dewey, Joe Heiney-Gonzalez, Nguyen Minh Chau, and Lily Qi
Guests: Rev. Dr. Clark Lobenstine and Rev. Kasey Kaseman
Alumnae attending: Irene Coleman and Siham Eldadah
Dr. Nakshbendi, Chair of the Committee of the Ethnic Affairs Committee, convened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. by wishing everyone a Happy New Year and allowing each member attending the meeting to introduce themselves. He also introduced the two guest speakers:
· Rev. Dr. Clark Lobenstine, Executive Director of the InterFaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington.

· Rev. Kasey Kaseman, Chief Community Service Advisor for Capital Technology Information Services. 

Approval of Minutes of December 6, 2007 meeting
Action: Committee approved the minutes of the December 6, 2007 meeting.
Subcommittee Reports

Culture & Humantites: Siham Eldadah reported that work is underway on the Understanding Diversity Through the Arts project and that the kickoff event for Muslim women in the arts will be on April 10. 

Community Relations: Nadine Benton reported that she is working with Terry Vann to set up a viewing of “Cities of Light.”
Economic Empowerment: Ghiyath Nakshbendi reported that committee members are beginning to contact local businesses.

Update on Committee Vacancies

Ghiyath Nashbendi reported that the interview team was very impressed with the candidates and recommended a slate of candidates to the County Executive. Lesley Vossen reminded the committee that we need to add Latino members.

Conversation on InterFaith Opportunities with Revs. Lobenstine and Kaseman

Rev. Dr. Clark Lobenstine noted that the InterFaith movement goes back centuries. The InterFaith Conference, which  began in 1979, has three centers of activity – social justice, building community, and nurturing understanding. He reported on the InterFaith Concert held each November. He also discussed the past success of the 9/11 Unity Walk in Washington DC. 
Rev. Kasey Kaseman spoke about the universal themes of the different faith traditions and about the importance of the community being exposed to different religions in the County. 
Members spent the bulk of the meeting discussing the “Highway to Heaven” project. This project focuses on creating an opportunity for individuals of the community to visit various ethnic religious centers in the County. Kennedy Odzafi spoke about InterFaith work as a way to reach immigrant communities. The committee also discussed the possibility of having the County Executive convene a group of religious and community leaders.
Members discussed the Committee’s upcoming meeting with the County Executive on January 28, 2008. Kasey Kaseman pointed out that County Executive Leggett is going out on a political limb with his advocacy of our diversity community. Both Revs. Kaseman and Lobenstine said to tell the County Executive that Committee members stand with him and that the work of the Committee is on point with his vision of the new Montgomery County.
Upcoming Meetings
January 29, 2008 meeting with County Executive Ike Leggett. 
February 7, 2008 regular meeting of the Committee.

Chairman Nakshbendi spoke about the possibility of using parts of regularly scheduled meetings for meetings of subcommittees.
New Business

No new business was discussed
The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

