APPROVED September 4, 2008
Minutes of June 5, 2008
Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Gilchrist Center
 

Members attending: Josefina Beck, Nadine Benton, Walter Dawson, Enas Elhanafi, Jenny Freedman, Michael Friedman, Irma Hafeez, Christy Hoang, Harry Iceland, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kennedy Odzafi, Kimberly Powell, Mark Puryear, Grace Spence, Alexander Taku, Ana Towns, Terry Van and Lesley Vossen. 
 

Member Excused:
Tyson Bellamy 

Members absent: 
Deepak Bansal, Emmanuel Edokobi, Tiffany Heath, Jorge Restrepo

Staff members: 
Bruce Adams, Lisa Austin, Tiffany Ho, Lily Qi, and Tim Warner.

 
Guests:   

Kaori Hirakawa, Gilchrist Center; Sue Maher, Recreation Department 



and Martin Ford, Maryland Office of New Americans
 

Presentation by Sue Maher, Program Manager III, Recreation Department 

Sue Maher gave a presentation on the history of Gilchrist Center for Cultural Diversity.
The Center was created in 2001 and named in honor of former County Executive Charles Gilchrist.  The Center provides activities and services to the County's diverse community and functions as a central point of contact for residents to County and other community services. It is committed to working closely with government agencies, community organizations and individual residents to ensure high customer service and to meet the needs of this very diverse community.  It is part of the Recreation Department.
The Center is visited by 4,000 people per month, 115 countries are represented, 2,300 hours of volunteering are donated, it has satellite centers up county, includes seniors, expansions are planned as well as plans for an incubator.

Approval of Minutes of May 1, 2008 meeting
Action: Committee approved the minutes of the May 1, 2008 meeting.

 

Presentation by Martin Ford, Associate Director of the Maryland Office of New Americans
Bruce Adams introduced guest speaker, Martin Ford of the State of Maryland’s Office of New Americans, who spoke regarding new immigrants.  The next census will show that one-third of Montgomery County residents are foreign born which makes Montgomery County Maryland’s California.  The migration by these new Americans appears to be headed to the suburbs.  Spoke to misconception that immigrants receive services as soon as they arrive.  It takes 5 years of working here prior to being able to receive any federal services, except for school and emergency services.  His office is closely tied with the Gilchrist Center as it funds citizenship classes offered at the Center. There was Q&A time and most of the questions centered on the different ways people can enter the United States and how they are classified.
Subcommittee Reports
· Cultural and Community Outreach – (Nadine Benton)

· Several members participated in planning of World of Montgomery Festival

· City of Lights – Enas Elhanafi reported that 100 people attended film and discussion at Montgomery College
· Lily Qi thanked everyone for attending Understanding Diversity through the Arts.  She asked that everyone help Siham.  More structure is needed, more commitment.  Asks Chairman to take a more active role in instructing subcommittees to have more committee members volunteer to help for these events all across.  Chairman will follow up by sending emails. This received unanimous approval.

· Economic and Political Empowerment – (Rayness Mayne)

· Will connect with business leaders

· Will develop project agenda
· Immigration – (Harry Iceland)

· Form a speakers committee

· Attended a Greater Bethesda Rotary Club meeting
· Role in World of Montgomery Festival

 

 Future Meetings
· Next meeting September 4
 

New Business 
 

Future Meetings: September 4, November 6, and December 4. Saturday October 4 retreat from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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