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BOWMAN SENTENCED TO LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE  

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced that Renee Bowman, 44, was sentenced to a total of two life sentences plus 75 years, without the possibility of parole, by the Honorable Michael J. Algeo, Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland.  A Montgomery County jury convicted Bowman of two counts of Murder in the First Degree and three counts of Child Abuse in the First Degree on Feb. 22 following a four-day trial in front of Judge Algeo.  


The case began in late September 2008 when Bowman’s seven-year-old daughter jumped out a window of their house and was found wandering their Calvert County neighborhood.  On Sept. 26, the Calvert County Sheriff’s Department arrested Bowman and opened their investigation into allegations of child abuse.  The following day, while executing a search warrant at her house, they discovered two bodies in a freezer.  Bowman later admitted that the bodies were those of Minnet Cecilia Bowman, nine, and Jasmine Nicole Bowman, seven.

 

Calvert County Police contacted Montgomery County Police on Sept. 27 when they learned that Bowman and her daughters had lived in Montgomery County between 2005 and 2007.  Montgomery and Calvert County Police worked together to investigate the circumstances of the deaths.  Although Bowman had lived in several jurisdictions in the metro area, the investigation revealed that she had killed the girls in Montgomery County.  It also showed that she adopted all three of the girls and continued to collect over $152,000 in remittances from a District of Columbia agency, even after the two older girls were dead.       

 

A Montgomery County Grand Jury indicted Bowman on June 18, 2009.  On Sept. 11, she pleaded guilty to one count of First-Degree Child Abuse in Calvert County.  On Jan. 8, 2010, she received a 25-year sentence on that charge, which pertained to her treatment of her surviving daughter.  

 

            “Renee Bowman’s crime was brutal almost beyond human comprehension,” McCarthy commented.  “Given the opportunity as an adoptive parent to change the lives of three children, she violated that trust in unimaginable ways.”

 

            In making the announcement, McCarthy thanked Deputy State’s Attorney John Maloney, who prosecuted the case with him.  He also highlighted and thanked Legal Intern Rachel Ballard for her exhaustive work on this case over the past year.  McCarthy went on to thank Calvert County State’s Attorney Laura Martin for her invaluable assistance.  He also praised the great cooperation between the Montgomery County and Calvert County police departments, as well as the diligent work of the Office of the Medical Examiner. 
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