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MAN SENTENCED TO LIFE IN PRISON FOR KILLING WIFE  

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced that Claude Harrison, 49, was sentenced to life in prison for Murder in the First Degree by the Honorable Joseph A. Dugan, Jr., Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland.  A Montgomery County jury found Harrison guilty on Feb. 24 after a two-day trial in front of Judge Dugan.  


According to trial testimony and charging documents, Montgomery County police responded to Harrison’s Aspen Hill apartment at approximately 9:30 p.m. on Aug. 10, 2009.  Officers found Harrison, his wife Lamour, their college-age daughter, and another relative inside.  Fire and Rescue personnel transported Lamour Harrison, who had five stab wounds, to Suburban Hospital.  However, she was pronounced dead at the hospital.
            Investigation revealed that Claude Harrison had previously talked about killing his wife.  On this evening, the couple began arguing.  As the dispute escalated, Claude grabbed a 12-inch knife and followed Lamour from room to room, stabbing her as she tried to escape.  Their daughter saw the attack and attempted to pull her father off of her mother.  He stabbed Lamour twice in the chest (reaching her heart both times), twice in the back (seven and eight inches deep), and once in the hand (a defensive wound).   

“It is deeply troubling,” McCarthy said, “to know that Claude Harrison committed this crime in front of their daughter.  We remain committed to eradicating all domestic violence, especially those acts that occur in the presence of children.”

In making the announcement, McCarthy thanked First Assistant State’s Attorney Peter Feeney and Assistant State’s Attorney Patrick Mays for their prosecution of the case. He also praised the Montgomery County Police Department for its investigation of the case and arrest of the defendant. 
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