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LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE IN MEIZELL MURDER  

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced that Jose Alvarado, 38, was sentenced today to life without the possibility of parole by the Honorable Paul H. Weinstein, Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland.  Alvarado pleaded guilty to First-Degree Murder before Judge Weinstein on June 3.  

The charge stems from an attack on 83-year-old Lila Meizell.  Alvarado had altered a check the victim had given him for landscaping services.  When Alvarado worried that Mrs. Meizell would notice the theft, he conspired with his cousin, Ramon Alvarado, to kill her and burn her house down.  Pursuant to their plan, the cousins went to Mrs. Meizell’s house on Nov. 26, 2008, asking for some money she still owed José.  Ramon Alvarado forced his way inside, repeatedly struck Mrs. Meizell’s head and body against furniture, and set fire to her body and house to conceal the crime.  Ramon Alvarado received $1,200 for this service.  

After officers responded to the burning house, an investigation revealed that Mrs. Meizell actually had not died from the beating.  An autopsy by the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner revealed that she had suffered thermal injuries and smoke inhalation, in addition to the blunt-force trauma.  She was still alive when Ramon Alvarado set her on fire. 

A Montgomery County jury convicted Ramon Alvarado, 33, of three counts before the Honorable Terrence J. McGann: First-Degree Murder (sentence: life without parole), Conspiracy to Commit Murder (life in prison, consecutive to count #1), and Arson in the First Degree (30 years, consecutive to counts 1 and 2).  Jose Alvarado’s wife, Ana Rodas, 32, also pleaded guilty to a felony on June 3: Accessory After the Fact to Murder in the First Degree.  Judge Weinstein will sentence Rodas on Dec. 29. 

In making the announcement, McCarthy thanked Deputy State’s Attorney Laura Chase and Assistant State’s Attorney Mary Herdman for their prosecution of the case.  He also praised the Montgomery County Police and Fire Departments for their investigation of the case and arrest of the defendant.
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