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GANG MURDERER GETS MAXIMUM SENTENCE  

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced that Jose Vasquez, 21, was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole today by the Honorable Michael J. Algeo, Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland.  Judge Algeo sentenced Vasquez on three counts:  First-Degree Murder (sentence: life without parole), Conspiracy to Commit Murder (life in prison, consecutive to Count #1), and Riot (20 years, consecutive to Counts #1 and #2).  Vasquez also was convicted of Conspiracy to Commit Assault; that sentence merges with the other three counts. 
The charges stemmed from an attack on Edwin Umana on July 7, 2009.  Vasquez was part of a large group gathered at a house in Wheaton that afternoon.  Umana, who was walking past the house, began arguing with one of Vasquez’ friends.  When the argument escalated, six young men, including Vasquez, chased Umana down the street.  Vasquez caught him and stabbed him in the head.  Vasquez and his friends then began kicking and stomping Umana as he lay on the ground.  Although police officers responded quickly, the victim was unresponsive and bleeding heavily.  Umana died the following day at Suburban Hospital from the stab wound and blows to his head.  

Vasquez was one of six young men indicted by the Grand Jury in this matter on Aug. 20, 2009.  One of the others, Christian Salmeron, pleaded guilty to Murder in the Second Degree; Judge Algeo sentenced him to 24 years executed incarceration and five years probation.  The remaining four (DeShaun Budd-Bey, Jose Hernandez, Kevin Miranda, and Anthony Racedo) are scheduled to go to trial on May 24.  A Montgomery County jury convicted Vasquez on Feb. 3 after a trial in front of Judge Algeo.

“This was a terrible, senseless crime,” McCarthy said.  “Jose Vasquez led a vicious attack on a man who was totally outnumbered.  He took a simple argument to this fatal extreme, and he deserved a most severe sentence.”  

            In making the announcement, McCarthy thanked Deputy State’s Attorney John Maloney and Assistant State’s Attorney Victor DelPino for their prosecution of the case.  He also praised the Montgomery County Police Department for its investigation of the case and arrest of the defendant.
