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ATTEMPTED MURDER DRAWS SENTENCE OF LIFE PLUS 20 YEARS  

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced that Traimne Allen and Howard Diggs were sentenced to life in prison plus 20 years by the Honorable Thomas L. Craven, Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland, on June 22.  The charges concerned the defendants’ violent invasion of a home in King Farm last summer.  A Montgomery County jury convicted Allen and Diggs of all nine charges against them on April 6 following a six-day trial.  Those charges included Attempted Murder in the First Degree, two counts of Assault in the First Degree, two counts of Robbery with a Dangerous and Deadly Weapon, one count of Burglary in the First Degree, two counts of Use of a Handgun in the Commission of a Felony, and one count of Conspiracy to Commit Robbery.  In accordance with state law, the assault charges merged with the armed-robbery charges for purposes of sentencing. 
The charges stemmed from a scheme involving six accomplices and three victims.  At 2:10 a.m. on June 24, 2009, Montgomery County police conducting surveillance in Rockville’s King Farm subdivision saw a man and three women (Lazoya Suave King, Shavon Jackson, and Chanel Fletcher) exit a car and enter an apartment.  Shortly afterward, three masked men exited another car and ran into the same apartment.  The women left the apartment just before gunshots rang out inside.  The three masked men fled the apartment.  Police immediately arrested one of the men (Alex Harris) and the three women.  They found and arrested Allen, the second masked man, the following day.  Baltimore police apprehended Diggs (the third masked man) on MCPD’s warrant several days later.  During the arrests, police recovered property stolen from the victims, including cash, bank cards, and identification.

Police determined that there were three victims of the home invasion.  One victim was unharmed, one was shot in the back as he was fleeing, and one was stabbed in the arm.  The gunshot victim’s colon was severed, so he required immediate surgery in order to survive.  Investigation proved that the three women knew all six men.  The women had planned the scheme with the masked men.  

In making the announcement, McCarthy thanked Assistant State’s Attorneys Debra Grimes and Cory Birdsall for their prosecution of the case. He also praised the Montgomery County Police Department for its investigation of the case and arrest of the defendant. 

