PRESS RELEASE

May 14, 2010

For more information, contact:
John J. McCarthy, (240) 777-7390






Seth Zucker, Communications Director, (240) 777-7345






Emily White, Communications Specialist, (240) 777-7480

SERIAL CHILD ABUSER SENTENCED TO 37 YEARS  

John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced today that Virgilio Nunez, 45, was sentenced to a total of 37 years in prison by the Honorable Eric M. Johnson, Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland.  Judge Johnson sentenced Nunez on four counts:  one count of Sexual Abuse of a Minor Child, one count of Child Abuse (sexual) and two counts of Sexual Offense in the Fourth Degree.  A Montgomery County jury convicted Nunez of three of the counts on March 12 following a five-day trial in front of Judge Johnson.  Nunez pleaded guilty to the remaining count on March 15.

The charges stemmed from Nunez’s abuse of his two stepdaughters, both of whom were nine years old when the abuse began.  He sexually abused one girl from 1988 to 1990 and the other from 1996 to 2003.  The abuse included genital touching and groping over a period of several years.  The Grand Jury indicted Nunez on Feb. 12, 2009.

In making the announcement, McCarthy thanked Assistant State’s Attorneys Deborah Feinstein and Jessica Hall for their prosecution of the case.  Feinstein, one of the two prosecutors on the case, received the “Champion of the Year” award last night from the Tree House Child Assessment Center.  Tree House is a public-private partnership that provides medical, mental-health, and victim-advocacy services to children with allegations of physical abuse, sexual abuse, or neglect. McCarthy also praised the Montgomery County Police Department for its investigation of the case and arrest of the defendant. 

-  30  -

