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NO RECONSIDERATION OF SENTENCE FOR KILLER OF LOCAL PRIEST
John J. McCarthy, State’s Attorney for Montgomery County, announced today that the Honorable Michael D. Mason, Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland, had denied Robert Lucas’ motion for reconsideration of sentence.  McCarthy personally filed the State’s opposition to Lucas’ motion.  Judge Mason’s ruling rendered a hearing on Lucas’ motion moot.  The State had requested that Judge Mason deny the defendant’s request for a reconsideration of sentence without a hearing, thereby sparing the family additional trauma.

The victim in this case was Monsignor Thomas Wells, who was asleep in the rectory at Mother Seton Parish in Germantown in June 2000 when Lucas broke in.  Wells confronted Lucas, who killed the priest by stabbing him 37 times.  Lucas then stole some of Wells’ belongings as he fled.  Investigation later proved that Lucas had left some of his DNA at the scene.  On June 5, 2001, a jury convicted Lucas on three counts:  Murder in the Second Degree, Robbery with a Dangerous and Deadly Weapon, and Burglary in the First Degree.  Judge Paul McGuckian, since retired, sentenced Lucas to serve 42 ½ years in prison on his three convictions in August 2001.  

Lucas filed his motion for reconsideration on June 11, 2009.  In the State’s opposition, McCarthy argued that the nature of these offenses does not merit reconsideration; moreover, in light of the fact that reconsideration is inappropriate, it would be cruel to put Monsignor Wells’ family through an unnecessary hearing.  

“We thank Judge Mason for his consideration to the family,” McCarthy commented.  “Monsignor Wells’ loved ones will not have to relive the horror in a courtroom.  This was a heinous crime, and we are pleased that the sentence will remain intact.”  
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