Meeting Recap: Nov. 14, 2012
Silver Spring Arts & Entertainment Advisory Committee

Organizational Profile: Docs in Progress
Erika Ginsberg, the group’s executive director, briefed the committee on this four-year-old organization. With one other staff member and many volunteers, the group is not a production organization but rather helps budding filmmakers to find their “voice,” connect with audiences, etc. They hold classes and workshops to teach basic skills, and provide networking opportunities and public programs, including screenings of works in progress. The focus is on telling Silver Spring-based stories and also help to increase public appreciation of the documentary as an art form.

Video

The group had asked Ginsberg to help us think about how we could go about producing a short video promoting the burgeoning live music scene in Silver Spring. We focused on length (2-2 ½ min.), audiences (primarily music fans and those who could be enticed to come to a show in Silver Spring) and distribution (primarily online via YouTube, the CVB website, the DTSS website, etc.).

Other issues that were raised for consideration, but not yet dealt with, included obtaining music rights and dealing with local musicians versus established acts wanting greater control of their image (e.g., groups that play the Fillmore). At a minimum, we’d need a cinematographer, a sound person and an editor, and would probably want voiceover talent. 

While suggesting a rough budget figure of $1,000 per minute of finished video, Ginsberg later suggested that $5,000 would be a good number for a professional-looking piece. Funding was not discussed other than Elizabeth Gallauresi offered to look into the possibility of technical assistance grants for the project.

Organizational Profile and Discussion: Greater Lyttonsville Community Coalition 

Roger Paden, a coalition member, briefed the committee on a vision the group has for the Lyttonsville neighborhood. Other than housing, the area contains a fairly significant amount of light industry and warehouse space, along with some retail. The area is slated for a Purple Line stop and a revised sector plan in 2015. The group is pushing for some rezoning to allow for more mixed-use development that they hope will include space for artists and performers. In the meantime, much of the space that’s available in Lyttonsville (there’s a 11 percent vacancy rate) could be used for rehearsal, studio or gallery space, and it’s affordable at about $9.50-$10 per square foot. While not in the A&E district, the committee should consider ways to make it known to artists that this is a possibility that keeps them relatively close to DTSS.
Art Space in DTSS
Reemberto went over some of the history of art space in DTSS as background. He noted at this point there is little space for anything but offices, but if one could make the investment, converting space in south Silver Spring is a possibility (e.g., Jackie’s). Montgomery College offers relatively affordable space, which may not be widely known. Beyond that, what is available is primarily outdoor space for performances. 

Announcements

Reemberto would like to update the A&E section of the DTSS website and is seeking input from committee members.
