Silver Spring Urban District advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes September 15, 2011
Members Present:
Carmen Camacho, Julie Statland, Mel Tull, Jessica Evans,




Ernest Bland, Kay Weston, Don Hague, Jon Lourie
Members Absent:
Tiffany A. Graham-Golden, Yuri Van Mierlo
Call to Order and Introductions:  Julie Statland, Vice Chair called meeting to order at 3:40pm and members and attendees introduced themselves. The minutes from the July 21, 2011 were approved and seconded by Carmen Camacho
Motion:
Don Hague suggested that the committee write a letter of support for the Project Plan of the Post Office to the Planning Board.  Seconded by Julie Statland.

Motion:
Mel Tull suggested that a proposal for a RFP for support of the Arts and Entertainment venues for Veterans Plaza. Seconded by Carmen Camacho.

Vice Chair:
Julie Statland reported that she testified on behalf of the Montgomery County curfew.

Post Office Site:
The post office on 2nd Ave. will move to a yet undisclosed site.   Work on the site may start by mid fall of next year, July or August.  The site will be 100% residential with 70% 1 bedrooms, 30% 2 bedrooms with 12 ½ % designated for moderate price rental. The rent will be in the $2,100 range for an apartment, they may be converting to condominiums.
Police Report:
Lt. Carter reported that the Fillmore is doing well, and the Urban Police bike team which consists of 8 officers is doing well and he sees a difference already by their presence in downtown Silver Spring.  They no longer have catch and release procedures, now a person will be taken in for offenses.  The matter of the curfew was raised and the new location of Progress Place.  It was decided these issues would be discussed at the next committee meeting.
Montgomery College:

Mr. Stewart stated that the leadership is now stabilized at the college. They have a $215 Million Dollar budget with most coming from tax payers, 15% from the state, and 50% from Montgomery County. The committee wanted to know how their 10,000 students interact with downtown Silver Spring, and it was suggested that events be advertised at the school.  Mr. Stewart also informed the committee that the theater at the school can be rented out for events.
Urban District Report:
Staff removed over 44 graffiti tags in a single day. The red shirts are trying to move the tags as soon as possible to discourage re tagging. The SSUD coordinated and hosted a Gang Awareness Training session, Security for DTSS and City Place participated in the training.
Regional Center Report:
There have been a large number of activities at the Civic Building and in downtown Silver Spring. It seems that this area is becoming a hub for entertainment. Reemberto is asking the committee to support the Arts and Entertainment in the district.

NOTE:  Minutes from this meeting were not recorded.
Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
