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Agenda

▪ Why Dog Parks?

Trends

Policy Framework

▪ Project Status

▪ Determining Need

▪ Methodology and Analysis

▪ Candidate List

▪ Public Outreach, Next Steps, and 
Recommendations

Orange County Museum of Art 
Public Art, Newport Beach, CA
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Why Dog Parks? National Trends and Studies

Current Trends and Demands
▪ Approximately 40% of U.S. households 

own at least one dog*

▪ Dog parks are one of the fastest-
growing segments of city parks 
nationally*

▪ Dog ownership can lower blood 
pressure and increase physical 
activity**

▪ Dog parks can act as a community 
gathering “third space”

*Trust for Public Land

**American Heart Association and 
Journal of Physical Activity and Health
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Why Dog Parks? Parks Department Policy Framework

▪ Parks, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) Plan: 
Additional dog parks needed and “Future 
facilities to be delivered in proportion to the 
percent of the County population in each 
subarea of the County”

Service Delivery Geographies:

Seven PROS Service Areas
(formerly known as 

“Community Based 
Team Areas”)
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Project Status

Define Terms

•Determine Need

•Establish Study Area

•Create Evaluation 
Criteria

Analyze Parks

•Evaluate Parks using GIS 
and suitability criteria

•Reviewing with Park 
Managers and PDD staff

Public Outreach

•Open Town Hall

•Regional Service Centers

Recommend Sites

•Present to Planning Board

Implement

•Program into CIP for 
design and construction
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Determining Need

Current Supply

▪ 10 public Dog Parks overall

▪ 6 M-NCPPC, 4 Municipal 

▪ 3 new facilities 
in-progress 
(M-NCPPC)
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Determining Need

Future Demand 
– Current Supply 

= Future Need

▪ PROS 2017 estimates the need for 
approximately 25 facilities total by 
2030 (which provides a goal)

▪ PROS 2017: Deliver the facilities in 
proportion to County population

▪ First calculate Demand based on 
County population

▪ Then factor in existing county 
facilities to calculate the Need
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Methodology Example

Mid-County / Georgia Ave 
Corridor Area
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Methodology

Parks in Proximity to Urban and Urbanizing = INITIAL LIST

Inventory and Data Collection of INITIAL LIST

Analyze and Evaluate Initial List, Narrow down to a REFINED LIST

Review REFINED LIST with Staff (mini-PDCO) into CANDIDATE LIST

CANDIDATE LIST posted for Public Input and prioritized for Implementation
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Methodology
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Analyze and Evaluate Initial List, Narrow down to a REFINED LIST

Review REFINED LIST with Staff (mini-PDCO) into CANDIDATE LIST
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Methodology: Defining Study Area

Initial Criteria

▪ Proximity to Urban and 
Urbanizing Areas creates 
an initial list of potential 
locations
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Methodology: Defining Study Area

Defining Initial Criteria

▪ “Urban and Urbanizing 
Areas” defined using 
zoning code.

▪ Zones used:

CR-2.0, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 6 R-H

CRN-1.0, 1.5 RT-6, 8, 10, 12.5, 15

CRT-1.5, 2.0, 2.5, 3.0 TLD

PD-75, 100 TMD

R-10, 20, 30 THD
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Methodology: Defining Study Area

▪ Proximity defined as parks 
within a half-mile of urban 
and urbanized areas
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Methodology: Initial List of Parks

▪ Initial list of parks that are 
within a half-mile of urban 
and urbanizing areas



Page 15S U I T A B I L I T Y  S T U D Y  F O R  D O G  P A R K S

Methodology

Parks in Proximity to Urban and Urbanizing = INITIAL LIST

Inventory and Data Collection of INITIAL LIST

Analyze and Evaluate Initial List, Narrow down to a REFINED LIST

Review REFINED LIST with Staff (mini-PDCO) into CANDIDATE LIST

CANDIDATE LIST posted for Public Input and prioritized for Implementation
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Analysis
Initial list of parks that are within a half-mile of urban and urbanizing areas

▪ Park type

▪ Acres

▪ PROS Service Area

▪ Existing facilities

▪ Basketball or Tennis Courts

▪ Natural Resource constraints

▪ Parking - Maybe excess Parking?

▪ Potential Conflicts
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Analysis
Program of Requirements for Dog Parks

Can Parks on list support the program of requirements for 
each facility?

▪ Minimum Size: 10,000 sf (already meets criteria if on the 
list)

▪ Fencing

▪ Double gate entry system

▪ Surface: various, but washable

▪ Small and large dog areas

▪ Seating

▪ Shade

▪ Water fountain for dogs

▪ Water hookup for hose

▪ Dog waste bags, receptacles

▪ Signage

▪ Lighting if possible
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Analysis

Apply Resource 
Atlas Map 
▪ A GIS mapping tool for 

creating an analysis map 
similar to Natural Resource 
Inventory (NRI) required by 
Forest Conservation Law 
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Methodology

Parks in Proximity to Urban and Urbanizing = INITIAL LIST

Inventory and Data Collection of INITIAL LIST

Analyze and Evaluate Initial List, Narrow down to a REFINED LIST

Review REFINED LIST with Staff (mini-PDCO) into CANDIDATE LIST

CANDIDATE LIST posted for Public Input and prioritized for Implementation
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Analysis: Evaluation Criteria

CRITERIA EXPLANATION

Available Space
10,000 square feet of unconstrained land 

(e.g. under-utilized courts, plazas, or parking areas)

Playground Proximity Not directly adjacent to a playground (ideal min 65’)

Residential Proximity 

(noise and disruption)
Not directly adjacent to residences (ideal distance is 200’ or more)

Available Parking

Approximately 5 spaces per 10,000 square feet, but most of these are 

envisioned as primarily walk-to facilities, depending on the park type 

and location. 

CPTED (Crime 

Prevention Through 

Environmental Design)

Visibility and accessibility - “Eyes on the Park”
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Analysis
Then, using GIS we can evaluate each park in the “Initial List” according to 
our analysis criteria for each facility type.
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Methodology

Parks in Proximity to Urban and Urbanizing = INITIAL LIST

Inventory and Data Collection of INITIAL LIST

Analyze and Evaluate Initial List, Narrow down to a REFINED LIST

Review REFINED LIST with Staff (mini-PDCO) into CANDIDATE LIST

CANDIDATE LIST posted for Public Input and prioritized for Implementation
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Analysis: Reviewing Refined List Sites

Refined List of parks reviewed 
by numerous staff:

▪ Meetings with:

▪ Each Park Management Region team

▪ Staff ADA experts

▪ Park Police

▪ PDD staff

▪ Natural Resources staff

▪ MRO Planner as needed

▪ Referencing active Sector / Master 
plans, Parks Functional Master Plans

▪ Field visits
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▪ Surfaces are destroyed

▪ Increased amount of waste

▪ Additional trash receptacles that must be 
emptied more frequently

▪ Lingering smells

▪ Noise and commotion

▪ Fencing required to contain dogs must be 
strong and durable

▪ Double-gated entry is needed for safety

▪ Access to water

Not suitable for temporary or short-
term facilities urban / higher density 
areas without additional elements 
installed and public input

Analysis: Management Realities of Dog Parks 
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Methodology

Parks in Proximity to Urban and Urbanizing = INITIAL LIST

Inventory and Data Collection of INITIAL LIST

Analyze and Evaluate Initial List, Narrow down to a REFINED LIST

Review REFINED LIST with Staff (mini-PDCO) into CANDIDATE LIST

CANDIDATE LIST posted for Public Input and prioritized for Implementation
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Results and Next Steps

Public Outreach
▪ Using Regional Services 

Center geographies

▪ Meetings with Regional 
Services Centers Citizens 
Advisory Boards

▪ Open Town Hall pages for 
each Regional Service 
Center geography

▪ Results gathered and 
compared internally with 
Park Managers and Park 
Development Division for 
funding consideration
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Results and Next Steps

Public Outreach
▪ Using Regional Services 

Center geographies

▪ Meetings with Regional 
Services Centers Citizens 
Advisory Boards

▪ Open Town Hall pages for 
each Regional Service 
Center geography

▪ Results gathered and 
compared internally with 
feedback from Park 
Managers and Park 
Development Division for 
funding consideration
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Public Input and Open Town Hall

https://www.montgomeryparks.org/projects/public-input/
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Results: Recommended Sites

▪ Candidate sites that receive 
favorable input from Park 
Managers and the Public will move 
forward first into 
recommendations

▪ Recommendations Presented to 
Parks Department Director and 
Planning Board

Favorable Park 

Managers Input

Meets physical 
criteria 

evaluation in GIS

Favorable Public 
Input
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Thank you! Questions?

Susanne Paul
Park and Trail Planning
M-NCPPC Montgomery Parks

DogPark@montgomeryparks.org


