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Week of September 24, 2018 
Suicide Prevention in Corrections, Racial Equity, Cell Towers, School Bus Safety 
Cameras, Moderately Priced Housing, Accessory Apartment, Carbon Monoxide 

Detectors & Pedestrian Safety 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council Coming Attractions is a summary of some of the issues before the Council.  All Council staff 

reports and additional information on each item scheduled for Council or Committee review can be viewed 

at:  

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/ondemand/index.html .  

 

The Council meeting schedule may change from time to time.  The current Council and Committee agendas 

can also be viewed at: 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/ondemand/index.html .  

 

The Council meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 25.   

 
COUNCIL 

 

Office of Legislative Oversight Report 2018-8: Racial Equity in Government Decision Making: 

Lessons from the Field 

On September 25 at 7 p.m. the Council will receive Office of Legislative Oversight (OLO) Report 2018-8: 

Racial Equity in Government Decision Making: Lessons from the Field. The Council tasked OLO to 

develop this report as part of the FY18 OLO Work Program in July 2017.  This report describes promising 

practices for advancing racial equity in government decision-making based on a review of the research and 

local practices. Four findings emerge from OLO’s review:  
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o Racial disparities are pervasive, creating burdens for communities and people of color. 

o Narrowing racial disparities requires focused attention on race, addressing institutional racism, 

and public policies and practices targeting institutions and systems rather than individuals. 

o Best practices for advancing racial equity suggest that local governments jurisdictions should 

focus on three goals:  normalizing, organizing, and operationalizing for racial equity. 

o Leading jurisdictions have taken multi-pronged approaches to advancing racial equity that 

align with best practices. However, there is no one way for jurisdictions to advance racial 

equity.  

Based on these findings, OLO offers a list of short-to-medium-term and long-term recommendations for 

County action to prioritize racial equity in government decision-making in Montgomery County. 

• In April 2018 Council Vice President Nancy Navarro asked the Office of Legislative Oversight to 

develop a report describing current disparities in education, employment, housing, health, employment, 

land use, and other measures of opportunity by May 31, 2019. She introduced a resolution, which was 

passed in April, calling on County leaders to look at disparity data and work with community leaders 

and the Government Alliance on Race and Equity (GARE), which is a national network of government 

representatives working to achieve racial equity, to establish an equity policy framework that will be 

used to make future decisions. 

Council staff report:  
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_2A.pdf 
 

Office of Legislative Oversight Report 2018-9: Montgomery County Council Community Grants 

The Council will receive Office of Legislative Oversight Report 2018-9: Montgomery County Council 

Community Grants. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_2U.pdf 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

All public hearings will be held on September 25 at 7 p.m. unless otherwise indicated 

 

Supplemental appropriation to MCPS’ FY18 Operating Budget, Entrepreneurial Activities Fund - 

$4,700,000 for School Bus Safety Camera Program  

The Council will hold a public hearing on a supplemental appropriation to MCPS’ FY18 Operating Budget, 

Entrepreneurial Activities Fund of $4,700,000 for School Bus Safety Camera Program. This money would 

allow MCPS to reimburse the vendor for previously installed cameras from bus camera citation revenue. 

An Education (ED) Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 27.  

Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_3.pdf 

 

 

Supplemental appropriation to the County Government’s FY19 Operating Budget, Department of 

Transportation - $73,176 for replacement of roadside trees  

The Council will hold a public hearing on a supplemental appropriation to the County Government’s FY19 

Operating Budget, Department of Transportation of $73,176 for the replacement of roadside trees. 

Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_4.pdf 

 

Zoning Text Amendment 18-11, Telecommunications Towers - Approval Standards 

At 7:30 p.m. the Council will hold a public hearing on Zoning Text Amendment 18-11, 

Telecommunications Towers - Approval Standards. ZTA 18-11 would, in part, allow the replacement of 

poles taller than 22 feet to be approved as a limited use and poles up to 22 feet to be approved as a 

conditional use. A Planning, Housing and Economic Development (PHED) Committee meeting is 

tentatively scheduled for October 1.  The goal of  ZTA 18-11 is to ensure access to robust wireless 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_2A.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_2U.pdf
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broadband services by streamlining access to taller poles, while retaining a process to allow greater input 

for pole placement and visual appearance in residential areas. The lead sponsor is Council President Hans 

Riemer, at the request of the County Executive. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_5.pdf 

 

COMMITTEE 

 

Annual Report of the Common on Common Ownership Communities and COC “Tiger 

Team”/Distressed Communities Project  

On September 24 at 9:30 a.m. the Planning, Housing and Economic Development (PHED) Committee will 

meet to review the annual report on code enforcement from the Task Force on Common Ownership 

Communities.  The Common Ownership Community Program ensures fair and equitable relations between 

the governing bodies of homeowner associations condominium associations and co-ops, and the individuals 

living within these common ownership communities, and encourages the maintenance and improvement of 

housing. The annual report summarizes its activities, needs, and recommendations, and the extent to which 

its goals are being met. Those expected to attend the meeting include: Clarence Snuggs, Director, 

Department of Housing and Community Affairs (DHCA); Mark Fine, Chair, CCOC; and Tim Goetzinger, 

Chief, Finance and Administration, DHCA. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PHED1 

 

ZTA 18-06, MPDU - Bonus Density  

The PHED Committee also will continue its review of Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 18-06 that would 

revise or establish Moderately-Priced Dwelling Unit (MPDU) density bonus standards for certain 

Residential, Commercial/Residential, Employment, and Overlay Zones. The goal of ZTA 18-06 is to reduce 

barriers to creating more affordable housing. The lead sponsors are Councilmembers Nancy Floreen and 

George Leventhal and Council President Hans Riemer. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PHED2.pdf 

 

ZTA 18-07, Accessory Residential Use - Accessory Apartments  

The PHED Committee also will review ZTA 18-07 that would remove the requirement for conditional use 

approval for all accessory apartments and revise the limited use provisions for attached and detached 

accessory apartments.  The goal of ZTA 18-07 is to streamline the process to create more affordable housing 

options.  The lead sponsors are Councilmembers Nancy Floreen and George Leventhal, Council President 

Hans Riemer and Councilmember Roger Berliner. 

Those expected at the meeting include: Gwen Wright, Director, Planning Department; Pam Dunn, Chief, 

Functional Planning and Policy; Greg Russ, Planner Coordinator, Planning Department; and Stephanie 

Killian, Division Chief, DHCA. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PHED3.pdf 

Those wishing to express their views on social media should use: #MoCoTinyHousing 

 

Bill 26-18, Landlord-Tenant Relations - Accessory Apartment Licensing 

The PHED Committee will close out its meeting with a review of Bill 26-18, Landlord-Tenant Relations - 

Accessory Apartment Licensing. Bill 26-18 would amend the licensing procedures for an accessory 

apartment rental license and amend the process for appeals, objections and waivers. This bill is associated 

with ZTA 18-07 (see page 2). ZTA 18-07 would remove the requirement for conditional use approval for 

all accessory apartments and revise the limited use provisions for accessory apartments. Approval of this 

bill in some form would be necessary to implement the core concepts in ZTA 18-07. The goal of Bill 26-

18 is to streamline the approval process for accessory apartments to meet the primary goal of ZTA 18-07, 

which is to streamline the process for creating these types of affordable housing units. The PHED 

Committee is the lead sponsor. Council staff report:  
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PHED4.pdf 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180925/20180925_5.pdf
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Bill 23-18, Fire Safety - Carbon Monoxide Alarm  

On September 24 at 9:30 a.m. the Public Safety (PS) Committee will meet to review Bill 23-18.  The bill 

would require the owners of a single-unit, two-unit, and townhouse dwelling unit to install and maintain a 

carbon monoxide alarm.  The goal of Bill 23-18 is to improve public health and safety by requiring carbon 

monoxide alarms in homes located in the County. The lead sponsor is Councilmember Craig Rice.  

Councilmember Marc Elrich is a cosponsor. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PS1.pdf 

 

Pedestrian Safety update  

The PS Committee also will receive an update on pedestrian safety, as well as current prevention and 

enforcement methods used by the Montgomery County Police Department (MCPD). Those expected to 

brief the Committee include: Captain Tom Didone, Director of Traffic Division, MCPD; Wade Holland, 

County State; Loraine Driscoll, Public Information Office; Chris Conklin, Department of Transportation; 

and Nadji Kirby, Department of Transportation. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PS2.pdf 

 

Suicide Prevention Practices in County Correctional Facilities 

The PS Committee will close out its meeting with a briefing on suicide prevention practices in County 

correctional facilities from officials at the Department of Correction and Rehabilitation. Over the summer, 

the Montgomery County Correctional Facility (MCCF) experienced two inmate suicides. On July 4, Thierry 

Kinshala Nkusu hung himself approximately two days after being sentenced for a domestic violence-related 

murder. On September 6, Tyler Tessier hung himself on the morning of his first trial, also for a domestic 

violence-related murder. These two suicides are the first to occur in MCCF, one of two correctional facilities 

in the County, and the one used to detain individuals who are pending trial or who have been sentenced to 

18 months. MCCF has been open since 2003. The two suicides are still under investigation, and Executive 

staff is constrained from providing specific details about the cases. The Committee will be provided with 

official findings once the investigations have concluded. At this meeting, the Committee will be briefed on 

the general characteristics of suicide risk in detention, suicide prevention policies and practices used at both 

correctional facilities, national best practices, and DOCR’s next steps to assess risk and implement any 

identified changes to current practice. Those expected at the meeting include: Robert Green, Director, 

Department of Correction and Rehabilitation (DOCR); and Uma Ahluwalia, Director, Department of Health 

and Human Services (DHHS). Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PS3.pdf 

 

Health of the County follow-up with Dr. Gayles, County Health Officer  

On September 24 at 2 p.m. the Health and Human Services (HHS) Committee will meet to follow up on 

health issues in the County with the County's Health Officer Dr. Travis Gayles. Topics to be discussed 

include demographics, social determinants of health, and health care access; maternal and infant health; 

and chronic and infectious diseases, among others. A copy of the slides from the initial July 24 discussion 

can be found here: 
https://cmsinternet.mcgov.org/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180724/20180724_6-Presentation.pdf 

Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_HHS1.pdf 

 

Bill 28-18, Boards, Committees and Commissions - Amendments  

On September 24 at 2 p.m. the Government Operations and Fiscal Policy (GO) Committee will meet to 

review Bill 28-18.  The bill would reduce the membership of the Cable and Communications Advisory 

Committee from 15 members to nine members, increase the number of veteran representatives on the 

Commission on Veterans Affairs and remove the director of the Department of Economic Development 

from the Commission and change the name of the Committee on Hate/Violence to the Committee Against 

Hate Violence. The goal of Bill 28-18 is to better align certain boards, committees and commissions with 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PS1.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PS2.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_PS3.pdf
https://cmsinternet.mcgov.org/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2018/20180724/20180724_6-Presentation.pdf
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their core mission. The lead sponsor is Council President Hans Riemer, at the request of the County 

Executive. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_GO1.pdf 

 

Expedited Bill 27-18, Taxation - Development Impact Tax for Transportation Improvements- 

Refunds- Credits - Amendments  

The GO Committee also will review Expedited Bill 27-18.  The bill would allow owners to receive credit 

against their impact tax liability to the extent of their financial investment at locations listed and improved 

in a Local Area Transportation Improvement Program (LATIP) or Unified Mobility Program (UMP) if the 

amount of investment exceeds their LATIP or UMP fees. The goal of Expedited Bill 27-18 is to increase 

the incentive for owners to implement transportation improvements concurrent with development activity 

instead of paying fees to the County for public implementation of the improvements. The lead sponsor is 

Council President Hans Riemer, at the request of the County Executive. Council staff report: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_GO2.pdf 

 

Expedited Bill 24-18, Forest Conservation - Amendments  

On September 27 at 9:30 a.m. the Transportation, Infrastructure, Energy and Environment (T&E) 

Committee will meet to review Expedited Bill 24-18.  The bill would remove the following requirements 

from a forest conservation plan: modifications to an existing non-residential developed property if the 

pending development application does not propose residential uses; modifications to an existing residential 

development property, if the pending development application does not propose new buildings or parking 

facilities; and certain demolition projects. Expedited Bill 24-18 also removes one’s ability to pay as a factor 

for consideration when assessing an administrative penalty. The goal of Expedited Bill 24-18 is to update 

the current law for consistency, make clarifying changes consistent with law enacted earlier this year, and 

exempt property owners from having to submit a forest conservation plan if all they are doing is 

demolishing an existing building, as long as they are restoring the land back to its natural state. The lead 

sponsor is Council President Hans Riemer, at the request of the Planning Board. Council staff report: 

Available Sept. 25 

 

Expedited Bill 13-18, Taxicabs - Transportation Services Improvement Fund - Use of Fund 

The T&E Committee also will review Expedited Bill 13-18.  The bill would expand the purpose and use of 

the Transportation Services Improvement Fund to allow its use “for transportation purposes in the County.” 

The goal of Expedited Bill 13-18 is to provide flexibility to use funds for any transportation purpose in the 

County. The lead sponsor is Council President Hans Riemer, at the request of the County Executive. Those 

expected to attend the meeting include Al Roshdieh, Director of the Department of Transportation (DOT); 

and Fred Lees, Chief of Management Services of DOT. Council staff report: Available Sept. 25 

 

Amendment to the FY19-24 CIP and Special Appropriation to the FY19 Capital Budget, 

Montgomery County Government, Department of Transportation, $1,565,000 for Teachers Way 

Extended 

The T&E Committee also will review an amendment to the Department of Transportation’s Capital 

Improvements Program (CIP) for fiscal years 2019-24 of $1,565,000 for Teachers Way, which is a road in 

Gaithersburg. This funding will provide reimbursement to the City of Gaithersburg. Council staff report: 

Available Sept. 25 

 

Purple Line Transit Partners and Maryland Transit Authority 

The T&E Committee will close out its meeting with a briefing from the Purple Line Transit Partners (PLT) 

and the Maryland Transit Authority (MTA). The topics to be discussed include the progress of construction 

and upcoming construction schedule. Those expected to attend the meeting include: Fred Craig, CEO of 

PLTP; Charles Lattuca, Executive Director for Transit Development and Delivery for MTA; Ashley 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/cm/2018/20180924/20180924_GO1.pdf
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Bagwell of PLTP; and Mike Madden, Purple Line Deputy Project Director for MTA. Council staff report: 

Available Sept. 25 

 

FY18 MCPS Operating Budget and Grant Funds categorical transfers  

On September 27 at 9:30 a.m. the Education (ED) Committee will meet to review FY18 MCPS Operating 

Budget and Grant Funds categorical transfers. Council staff report: Available Sept. 25 

 

Supplemental appropriation to MCPS’ FY18 Operating Budget, $4,700,000 for School Bus Safety 

Camera Program 

The ED Committee also will review a supplemental appropriation to MCPS’ FY18 operating budget of 

$4,700,00 for the School Bus Safety Camera Program.  More information on this item is on page 1. Council 

staff report: Available Sept. 25 

 

Bill 10-17, Recordation Tax - Rates - Amendments  

On September 27 at 2:30 p.m. the Government Operations and Fiscal Policy (GO) Committee will meet to 

review Bill 10-17 that would modify the recordation tax rates levied under state law for certain transactions. 

The goal of Bill 10-17 is to lower the premium rate for transactions that are less than $1 million.  

The lead sponsor is Councilmember Marc Elrich.  Councilmember George Leventhal is a cosponsor.  

Those expected to attend the meeting include: Dennis Hetman, Fiscal and Policy Analyst, Department of 

Finance; and Mike Coveyou, Chief, Division of Treasury, Department of Finance 

Council staff report: Available Sept. 25 

 

OLO Report 2018-7, Montgomery County Government Contracting Analysis: Wages, Staffing and 

Services Contract Trends 

The GO Committee will close out its meeting with a review of OLO Report 2018-7, which responds to 

Council’s request to better understand dollars awarded for County Government service contracts, the size 

of the service contractor workforce, and contractor wages. OLO analyzed FY12-FY17 budget data, 

reviewed applicable County laws and contract documents, and interviewed department staff to develop the 

information in the report. The report can be viewed at: 
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OLO/Resources/Files/2018%20Reports/OLO%20Report%202018-

7%20Contracting%20Analysis.pdf 

Council staff report: Available Sept. 25 

 

Update: Inspector General 

On September 27 at 2:30 p.m. the Audit Committee will meet to receive an update from the Inspector 

General. The Audit Committee is comprised of the GO Committee and the Council President and Council 

Vice President as ex-officio voting members. Since the July 2018 Audit Committee meeting, the OIG 

received 16 complaints and issued two memorandums. The Inspector General’s Annual Report of Activity 

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018 is complete and it will be issued by the end of September. The OIG 

is currently working on 20 cases, including outstanding referrals. - Inspector Generals for the Maryland-

National Capital Park and Planning Commission (Renee Kenney) and the Washington Suburban Sanitary 

Commission (Arthur Elkins, Jr.) have been recently established and Mr. Blansitt plans on working with 

them. Edward L. Blansitt III, Inspector General is expected to attend the meeting. Council staff 

report: Available Sept. 25 

 

Update: Office of Internal Audit 

The Audit Committee will close out its meeting with an update from the Office of Internal Audit. 

No reports have been released since the Office of Internal Audit was last before the Audit Committee in 

July 2017. In FY19 the Office of Internal Audit will continue to work on the six ongoing reviews – all of 

which were awarded from April to May in 2018. All reviews are currently in the fieldwork phase, with 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OLO/Resources/Files/2018%20Reports/OLO%20Report%202018-7%20Contracting%20Analysis.pdf
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testing or analysis underway. William Broglie, Manager, Office of Internal Audit, is expected to attend the 

meeting. Council staff report: Available Sept. 25 

 


