


The first is to publicize the law and remind people that it is not acceptable to leave a wave of noise
as they drive. The simplest actions may be to put up "Modified Mufflers Illegal" signs, such as
Rockville has, and to send flyers to every household, as has been done for the ban on herbicide use
on lawns and many other issues, with a message such as "Respect your neighbors, keep your vehicle
quiet - Modifying your vehicle’s muffler is illegal and results in a fine.”. 

A wide range of demographic groups now seem to think that driving a loud vehicle is fun and cool,
and the purpose of the above announcement is to give notice and stigmatize that behavior.

The second action is to work with police to start enforcing the law. The reasons police have given for
not ticketing people include a) not having enough personnel, b) the time consumed if person fights
the ticket and difficulty winning the case, and c) not having sound meters. I would ask that the
police develop a plan to overcome these issues and that the County provide the resources to
implement the plan, for example additional personnel or money for sound meters. But I've been told
that sound meters are not required if an officer has proper training, and I would argue that common
sense says if you can hear a vehicle a block away it is too loud.

The idea of having limits on how loud a vehicle can be is not new. In past years police departments
would actually have checkpoints for the purpose of ticketing loud vehicles. Today, a variation could
be to have police parked and monitoring certain intersection, as is done currently for enforcement of
rush-hour Do Not Enter restrictions. An additional process could be to allow residents to submit the
license plate number of loud vehicles. Finally, there are even automated "noise cameras", for
example being used in London https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8818895/Chelseas-noise-
cameras-snared-130-drivers-loud-engines-11-days-switched-on.html 

Five years ago when I contacted County Executive Leggett about this problem, I may have been the
only one. But the problem has grown and is now widespread enough that many people in my
neighborhood are aggravated and asking for action. 




