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D E F I N I N G  I N T E R G E N E R A T I O N A L  P R E - K 

B A C K G R O U N D
 

F I N D I N G S  

TOTAL FOUR YEAR OLDS 
IN MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY WITHOUT EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

HIGHEST UNMET NEED 
IN MARYLAND

 MDSE 2016 Report 

P R I M A R Y  B E N E F I T S  T O  C H I L D R E N  

The increase in attention and READING SCORES 
exposure to adult conversations 

& VOCABULARY: improves literacy 

Greater adult presence offers more 

ATTENTION: opportunities for one-on-one tutoring and 
additional nurturing 

Children understand how failure to BEHAVIOR 
follow instructions could risk the safety 

REGULATION: of their senior companions 

Repeated positive interactions generates SOCIAL 
lasting favorable views of disabled and 

ACCEPTANCE: elderly persons 

Higher social-development scores, PRO-SOCIAL 
patience, willingness to help, and other 

SKILLS: pro-social traits. 
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"Children who had been in 
an intergenerational Pre-K 
showed significantly higher 
levels of empathy toward 

older adults years out of the 

program, as compared to 

[Pre-K] children who were 
not enrolled in the 
programs." 
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aims 

COST/BENEFITS JURISDICTIONS BEST PRACTICES 

methodology 

definitions 
INTERGENERATIONAL (IG) PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
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RESEARCH 
INTRODUCTION

      PROGRAM         FULL DAY     HALF DAY      TOTAL

  Head Start                   539                      35                 574

  Pre-K Plus                   160                       0                  160

   MCPS                           240                    2070             2310

  Community Based      110                       0                  110

  Pre-K Expansion         198                       0                  198

  TOTAL                         1247                   2105              3352 
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COLOCATION IN MAJOR US METROPOLITAN AREAS 

COLOCATION GLOBALLY 
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I: BENEFITS TO CHILDREN 
Academic 
Socioemotional 

II: BENEFITS TO SENIORS 
Physical Health 
Mental Health 

III: BENEFITS TO SITE OPERATORS 
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Staff turnover 
Marketing 
Potential Cost Savings 

IV: BENEFITS TO EDUCATION PROVIDERS 
Transportation 
Teaching Assistance 
Funding 

V: BEST PRACTICES OF COLOCATION 
Facility 
Personnel 
Training 

V: CHALLENGES 
TO IMPLEMENTATION 

Regulations 
Liability 
Background Checks 
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The Following Findings Are Primarily Drawn From:  
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“I tell little girls 
they can go into 
science because I 

did. They sit in my 
lap, ask questions, 

and talk about 
school and their 

families.”  
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Colocating Pre-K within senior care facilities shows promise as one potential 
avenue to address the physical capacity crisis that has hindered Pre-K expansion 
in Montgomery County. The model appears to be feasible, and there is both ample 
qualitative evidence as well as growing quantitative evidence that colocated Pre-
K generates many benefits to all relevant stakeholders. Most importantly, there is 
evidence to suggest that preschoolers in an intergenerational setting experience 
additional academic and socioemotional benefits as compared to preschoolers in 
traditional high-quality Pre-K. 

As the elderly continue to comprise an ever-increasing share of Montgomery 
County’s population, the issues of social isolation, depression, and boredom 
afflicting residents of senior care facilities will also continue to rise. Policies 
designed to encourage the expansion of the colocation model in Montgomery 
County may be one method to address the needs of this population. 

The benefits of an intergenerational colocated Pre-K also have larger societal 
implications. As families have become more spread out over time, our society has 
increasingly become age segregated; it is rare for a child to interact with the 
elderly outside of their own family. This lack of interaction can sow mistrust and 
misunderstanding of core issues affecting each population. As Montgomery 
County continues to encourage initiatives that promote diversity and tolerance, 
intergenerational colocation is yet another avenue for the Montgomery County 
Council to increase understanding across generations and normalize attitudes 
toward individuals with disabilities or other impairments at an early age. 

After reviewing the academic literature, case studies, reports, and government 
regulations, I hope the Montgomery County Council will consider further 
researching the potential for implementing the colocation model in Montgomery 
County. 

Anita Joshi 
FELLOW, MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, HARRIS SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY 

918 688 8935 

anita.joshi@montgomerycountymd.edu 

www.linkedin.com/in/anita joshi 

www.linkedin.com/in/anita
mailto:anita.joshi@montgomerycountymd.edu
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