
 
Council President and members of the county council. Thank 
you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Marilyn 
Balcombe, I am the President and CEO of the Gaithersburg-
Germantown Chamber of Commerce.  

We , along with my colleagues from the Rockville Chamber and 
the Montgomery County Chamber, Silver Spring / Bethesda, 
support Bill 40-20 which will create a uniform trader’s license 
fee $15  

The existing law establishes that the trader’s fee is dependent 
on the value of the trader’s stock-in-trade and can vary 
between $15 and $800. State law was amended in 2019 to 
permit individual Counties to select a uniform trader’s license 
fee. This is a great example of how the County Council can 
support small business. Not only will the new fee but easier to 
calculate, it will be less a financial burden for many businesses.  

I also want to take this opportunity to thank the Council for 
your efforts in helping businesses during this crisis. As Chamber 
Executive, my colleagues and I are on the front lines of the 
pandemic as it related to our business community and our local 
economy. I also sit on the Small Business Work Group of the 
Economic Recovery Task Force where we meet weekly to 
discuss the challenges facing businesses in Montgomery 
County. We appreciate Councilman Friedson’s participation in 
the work group and I know many of you are also tapped into 
the various working groups. We also want to thank Council 



President Katz for his Friday Business Briefings. It’s been great 
to see and hear many of our Gaithersburg businesses share the 
stories and their determination.  

The County has been closed or semi-opened for over six 
months now. We have already seen a number of businesses 
close permanently and know there will be more. We appreciate 
all the help we can get. Bill 40-20 will not only provide some 
relief to our retailers, it tells our businesses that you 
understand their plight. 

Please support Bill 40-20.  
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