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On behalf of the ACLU members of Montgomery County, we respectfully submit this testimony in favor
of Bill 46-20 — Police — School Resource Officers — Prohibited. The ACLU supports the removal of School
Resource Officers (SROs) from Montgomery County Public Schools.

Montgomery County currently utilizes armed police officers in school, despite the fact that police
presence criminalizes students without addressing serious safety threats, is biased against Black
students and students with disabilities, and needlessly perpetuates the school to-prison pipeline.

There is no reliable evidence that SROs keep students and educators safe. Research has not shown that
police presence reduces school shootings® or school-based offenses.?

However, SROs have made Black students feel less safe, due to over-policing and racialized police
violence.? In Montgomery County, Black students have faced a disproportionate number of arrests by
SROs, making up 45% of the arrests in 2018-2019 despite being only 22% of the student body.* The
racial discrepancy is not due to a change in behavior; Black students misbehave at rates similar to their
peers.®

Furthermore, arrests by SROs in Montgomery County Public Schools disproportionately affect students
with disabilities. Students with IEPs were 25% of school-based arrests though they are only 12% of the
student population.®

Rather than utilize SROs, Montgomery County Public Schools should employ strategies to support
students’ positive behavior and strengthen relationships among students, educators, and parents.
Proven strategies include:

e Restorative justice approaches. ’
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e Trauma-informed approaches ° 1°
e Special education planning and implementation ! 12

Additionally, we support redirecting the $3 million currently used by Montgomery County to fund the
School Resource Officer program toward hiring of mental health specialists, counselors, and community
resource coordinators. Investment in counselors instead of police officers is a proven strategy to address
student safety without fueling the school-to-prison pipeline. * ¥ Our youth need our support, not to be
pushed away from education and down a path of criminalization.

Police presence in our schools does not make young people safer, but instead causes further trauma
when normal adolescent behavior or trauma responses are criminalized. For the safety of all students,
we support the removal of SROs from Montgomery County Public Schools.
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