
Why are they in MCPS
schools?

POLICE:



✘
✘
✘
✘
✘

explicitly prohibited
✘
✘
✘



MoCo Police (MCP)
Gaithersburg City Police (GPD)

Rockville City Police (RCP)
And the MoCo Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) 



Why Was the SRO Program 
Implemented in Schools?

Feb: County Council 
rejects proposal to 

expand the program 
(Bill 33-19)

Created after Columbine 
(federal grant)

2002 2012

Program slowly defunded over time

Programs return after Sandy 
Hook

2020

July: CM Jawando 
motions to not fill 12 
vacant SRO positions

July: CM Jawando 
proposed end to SRO 

program

Nov: CMs Jawando 
and Riemer propose 
bill to abolish SRO 

program



✘ ✘✘

✘
45%

22%

✘
25%

✘ 19%



The student arrest rate in Montgomery 
County is 322 per 10,000 enrolled 

students, which is more than double the 
national average.



With officers in school, minority students are 
hyper-criminalized and at a far greater risk for 

extreme and unnecessary punishments than 
others. To avoid normalizing this abuse of 

authority on students, we need police out of 
schools.



“
They make me feel the opposite.

How you think that makes me feel?

Testimony from MCPS Students



“
They don’t make any people like me feel safe.



Common Myths and 
Misconceptions About 

SROs



only twice

not required

no evidence

“SROs Help with Drug Usage, Gang 
Violence, and School Shootings”
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✘
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✘

✘

✘

✘

✘

“SROs are a Necessary Form of 
Protection”



A little more info….
I (Udy Mbanaso) am apart of YPP (Young People for Progress) and the I am asking you to support 
Councilmember Jawando and Reimer's proposal to remove police from schools.
     The reason I ask of this is that we could invest the money that you spend on funding the police 
force and police in schools on, say the emergency responders, or restorative justice, and rather than 
punishing misdemeanors, try finding the reason behind it.. Also, police do not, I repeat do not belong 
in a learning environment. People with guns are very threatening and does not make me feel safe as 
a minority. Students of color and students with disabilities have a higher probability of being 
targeted. Despite black students only making up 22% of the student population, they make up about 
45% of the arrests and are 275% more likely to be arrested than their white counterparts (as 
you saw in the slides) Students with IEP's make up 25% of the arrest while only being 12% of the 
student population. Also, 19% of the arrests were for conflicts involving students without weapons. I 
think the problem is that from the police view, for example, people with disabilities are viewed as 
"dangerous," when really all they need is good support. It's the same thing for students that act out 
or cause problems. That Is exactly why MOCO should invest the budget into maybe counselors, or 
people who are trained to respond to emergencies. They should also add more psychologists 
because the ratio of students to counselors should be around 600:1 when it’s like 1300:1 at the 
moment




