
 

 
 

BOARD of TRUSTEES 

 

Lewis I. Askew, Jr. 

President 

Tiber Hudson LLC 

 

Jacklyn Mitchell Wynn 

Vice President 

General Dynamics Information  

Technology (GDIT) 
 

Theodore R. Daniels 

Treasurer 

The Society of Financial Education  

& Professional Development 
 

Allison L. Alexander 

Secretary 

Clark Enterprises, Inc 

 

Norman M. Glasgow, Jr. 

Holland & Knight, LLP 
 

Richard L. Mahan 

CohnReznick, LLP 

 

Benjamin Miller 

Fundrise 
 

Scott Nudelman 

GlenLine Investments, LLC 
 

Matthew D. Osnos 

O'Malley, Miles, Nylen & Gilmore, P.A 

 

Susan Schaefer, CFRE 

Resource Partners LLC 
  

Philip D. Schiff 

 

Sana F. Shtasel 

Shtasel Consulting 
 

Stacy Plotkin Silber 

Lerch, Early & Brewer, Chartered 
 

Rev. Timothy Warner 
 

Samantha Young 

 

 Jean Dobbins  

Board of Church Representatives 
 

Sheryl Brissett Chapman, Ed.D., ACSW 

Executive Director 
 

Affiliations listed for identification purposes only. 

 
 

American Baptist Homes  

and Caring Ministries 
 

Child Welfare League of America 
 

Consortium for Child Welfare 
 

DC Alliance of Youth Advocates 
 

                                     Maryland Nonprofit 
 

Maryland Association of Resources  

for Families and Youth 
 

Alliance for Strong Families and 

Communities 
 
 

UNITED WAY:  8409 

CFC: 70510 

 

 

 

www.nccf-cares.org 

1438 Rhode Island Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20018 

6301 Greentree Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

 

Testimony of 

Omoré Okhomina, M.Ed., J.D. 

Administrator, Adolescent Services 

The National Center for Children and Families 

  

Montgomery County Council 

Fiscal Year 2022 Operating Budget Hearing 

Council President: Tom Hucker 

  

April 7, 2021 

Council Office Building 

Third Floor Hearing Room 

100 Maryland Avenue 

Rockville, MD 20850 

7:00 PM 

  

Good Evening and thank you for permitting me to testify today. My name is Omoré 

Okhomina. I serve as the Administrator of Adolescent Services at The National Center 

for Children and Families (NCCF), located in Bethesda, MD. I am a licensed attorney 

and child advocate with over 15 years of experience in both direct practice and the 

administration of child education, child welfare and human services. My testimony is 

in support of the Council’s efforts to address youth homelessness and to further the 

progress that is already being made in this area.  

 

While I am pleased to note that the County has begun to give due attention to youth 

homelessness, I do want to stress that there is still much work to be done.  Mainly, I 

would like to emphasize the critical need for more funding and more urgency around 

this issue and I would like to ask that this council provides sufficient resources to 

adequately and properly accommodate the specific needs of homeless youth as we 

recover from the pandemic. 

 

The achievements of NCCF’s current and former clients, highlighted in their personal 

testimonies, are but a slice of a much bigger picture. In the last two years alone, our 

FutureBound Transitional Housing Program has served 22 homeless youth, with 100% 

of eligible graduates completing high school, and 10 youth moving on to securing 

stable housing. What homeless youth need, and what we are providing, is a transition, 

not just a “shelter.” Homeless youth require a tailored transition to productive, tax-

paying adulthood, a transition to self-sufficiency and economic viability.  These young 

people deserve an opportunity, to survive on their own, to support stable families, to 

create generational wealth. 

 

To address these challenges, it is imperative that the council prioritize strategic 

allocations that advance tailored supports to aid homeless youth in transition, across 

all County systems. A singular one-size-will-fit-all approach to homeless young 

people simply misses the mark. Instead, it inflicts irreparable damage to their ability to 

be self sufficient, and virtually assures that these, disproportionately poor, black and 

brown youth will spend more of their lives being dependent on the public systems. My 
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testimony today is in support of the Council’s funding of interventions that are 

individualized, culturally-specific, economically focused and trauma informed in order 

to ensure that we divert more youth from homelessness.  

 

Thank you. 
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