
 

 

 

Jan. 18th , 2022 Testimony for Montgomery County Council Hearings on Resolutions to 

Implement Rules and Fees Related to ZTA 19-07 

 

From Colleen Cordes, Takoma Park. 

 

Please reject both proposals to implement ZTA 19-07.  

 

Instead, immediately rescind ZTA 19-07. Don’t implement it while the FCC is in the midst of 

responding to its new court mandate to come up with a well-reasoned explanation for whatever 

exposure limits for wireless radiation it endorses. This should require the FCC to thoroughly 

review ALL science related to the safety of its exposure limits for health and the environment – 

which should be aided by robust reviews from pertinent federal agencies. The FCC should then 

come up with new exposure limits that are fully supported by such thorough scientific review. 

 

As a body, you should strongly advocate directly to the FCC and our Congressional delegation 

for such robust review of ALL the science – and truly protective new limits. And drop any idea 

of implementing ZTA 19-07. Its assumption that it’s safe to drastically weaken County rules for 

placing cell towers is now clearly obsolete.  

 

In July, seven of you irresponsibly rushed to vote for this ZTA, even though you knew a US 

Court of Appeals was expected to rule within weeks against the FCC, due to the FCC’s obvious 

failure to provide evidence its wireless safety limits are well-grounded in science. Yet several of 

you assured your constituents that we could trust FCC limits to protect us. 

 

Now it’s clear you were wrong. The validity of the FCC’s limits are absolutely up in the air. 

Read the court’s blistering ruling. It found that FCC showed no sign of having taken into account 

reams of submitted evidence on children’s special vulnerability to radiation, effects of long-term 

exposures, non-cancer effects, the proliferation of wireless since FCC set limits 25 years ago, 

and impacts to wildlife and the environment. Any legal pressure on you to pass weak new zoning 

rules – which was never as onerous as you imagined – is now much less. Instead, your moral and 

potential legal exposure is now much greater if you do not rescind this ZTA. 

 

Please stand up for science:  Rescind this ZTA. Press FCC, based on a thorough review of ALL 

the science, to issue a well-reasoned explanation for new exposure limits that are truly protective. 

Thank you. 
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