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 Hello, my name is Susan Labin. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you 
today. I am speaking as a long-time resident of Montgomery County in opposition 
to Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 22-01.  
 
I have 6 issues for you today:  
 
1. I ask each Councilmember to consider whether you are acting as Public servant 

or as politician positioning for your next job or committee assignment? 
2. Is this another industry debacle like tobacco and opioid travesties, but even 

larger?  How do the lobbyists and the constant barrage of 5G advertising affect 
you?  

3. You are accountable to your conscience and for upholding your oath of office. 
You do not have to agree with us, but you do have a fiduciary duty to find 
solutions that respect residents’ interests. Rather than treating us as obstacles, 
think of us as your resources and partners.  

4. The US Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit last year resoundingly ruled  for 
Environmental Trust et.al., against the FCC. It called the FCC “arbitrary and 
capricious” in failing to consider the vast amount of scientific evidence on the 
negative effects of wireless technologies on humans, children, and the 
environment.  I urge the Council not to act in same manner. The court clarified 
that no federal agency has ever reviewed the body of scientific evidence on 
cell towers.  

5. What problem are you solving? Wired internet is almost universally available 
in MoCo. Wired is about 50 x less costly, far faster, more reliable, more secure, 
uses less energy, and allows for wireless in one’s home. Where are the 
County’s Climate and Economic assessments? As per congressional testimony: 
“… 5G will not solve the digital divide”.   

6. As for social justice, 22-01 will disproportionately affect the vulnerable: Electro 
Sensitivity is a medical diagnosis protected by ADA.  What about the County’s 
legal exposure for costs from dislocation, harm, and even death for thousands 
of residents? 

 
Hundreds of thousands of residents may be affected by 22-01-this is not a trivial 
“administrative” correction.  
 

VOTE your conscience: CANCEL all action or VOTE NO on 22-01. 


