
Daniel Meijer 
 

April 9, 2023 

Montgomery County Council 
c/o Montgomery County Council President Evan Glass 
100 Maryland Avenue, 6th Floor 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Dear Montgomery County Council Members, 

I am writing to request that funding be restored to the Office of the People's Counsel (OPC), an 
agency that is authorized by the County Code to represent the public interest in the County's land 
use regulatory process. The County Executive has recommended renewed funding in his FY2'Jt 
Recommended Budget. Continuing to withhold funding for this agency is not in the public 
interest and defunding the OPC has led to an imbalance of representation on issues related to 
land use. 

In contrast, I believe that legislation such as Bill 18-23 (that propose to remove OPC and it 
powers from the Montgomery County Code) may likely tilt the development process towards the 
influence of developers and well-heeled campaign contributors. 

OPC had served to protect the public interest in land use hearings by promoting full and fair 
representation of relevant issues to achieve balanced administrative records. OPC had also 
provided technical assistance to residents so that they can effectively participate in the County's 
land use control process; For example: 

Exhibit 1, a Washington Post article titled: "Clarksburg: A New Word for Rip-Off', which 
serves as a reminder for why OPC was enacted then and continues to be needed now in this 
County (considering the recent exposed problems of the M-NCPPC Planning Board). 

Exhibit 2, a web posted article describing the unfortunate: "Farm Road Case" that subsequently 
resulted in expensive (including public funded) litigation - perhaps avoided had an OPC been 
enacted in this County at that time? 

Thus, just funding the OPC (NOT enacting Bill 18-23) helps restore a balance of trust and 
integrity to the planning and public engagement process - particularly needed at this time (given 
the recent problems with some of the Montgomery County Planning Board Commissioners). 




















