


repair of PEPCO if the pilot had not been trying to fly over dense development and power lines to reach 

the Airpark. 

MCRA argues that crashes are relatively rare, but the potential for deadly crashes is high since there is 

such congested development affected by increasing Airpark traffic.  Is the Airpark willing to guarantee 

that no resident in the 6 mile complaint radius will be injured or have property damaged by an aircraft 

crash?  How will Airpark and County officials be able to protect citizens from pilot error? Why should 

residents near the Airpark be forced to live in an increasingly dangerous area due to the Airpark’s 

business goals of increasing traffic, encouraging more flight schools, and trying to draw more private jet 

traffic to the Airpark?  The County owes more to the residents around the Airpark, whose concerns are 

routinely ignored in favor of Airpark operations.  Why should this be the case? 

Airpark proponents call the Airpark an economic driver for the County.  It’s hard to understand how this 

can be true when MCA operates at a loss and is only able to stay out of the red by getting Federal 

grants.  This puts them under FAA jurisdiction and reduces the ability of the County to protect its 

citizens.  The County and/or State need to legislate to allow more local control of the many safety issues 

created by the Airpark.   

General aviation airports are a nationwide problem.  Other local governments across the country have 

taken action to protect their citizens, and Montgomery County should be doing that as well.  

Montgomery County, whose motto is “Gardez Bien,” is failing in its responsibility to the unfortunate 

citizens impacted by the operations of Montgomery County Airpark.   

Reinstatement of the Airpark Advisory Committee is a critical first step to open communication between 

MCRA and the community, but it is not enough.  The County Council needs to step into the picture as 

well to provide balanced oversight of Airpark operations and their negative effects on the community. 




