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Purple Line NOW advocates for the completion of the light rail line from New Carrollton to  
Bethesda and the Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda into Silver Spring, with connections to  
the other bicycle/pedestrian trails along its route. Along with the Purple Line Corridor Coalition,  
we are also strong supporters of having the Purple Line light rail stations directly accessible by  
pedestrians, bicycles and other mobility aids into the neighboring communities and adjacent  
bus and Metro network stops to facilitate an integrated transportation system that reduces the  
need for automobiles and furthers the equity goals of the County. 
 
We appreciate the county’s recognition that the Purple Line is a major component of our future  
transit network and its inclusion in this pedestrian Master Plan when evaluating the existing  
pedestrian conditions and in the recommendations, implementation, and monitoring goals.  
 
Since the current State-administered Purple Line contract only covers a small radius around the  
stations, Purple Line NOW strongly recommends the inclusion of all the suggested  
implementation goals that connect the transit locations with pedestrian and rolling connections  
into the adjoining business and residential communities. Also, we support the equity goals of  
having this light rail system, along with all other transit options, accessible to everyone along  
their length and from access points crossing its stations.  
 
Purple Line NOW strongly supports the two following recommendations that address  
shortcomings in existing conditions: 
 
1) Design, Policy and Programming systemic changes that identify, build, and maintain the  
“pedestrian amenities - better, faster, safer and more equitably.” 
 
2) Bicycle Pedestrian Priority Area Prioritization of bicycle and pedestrian capital  
improvements “in a data -driven way based on equity, comfortable access,  
safety and other metrics.”  
 
It is our hope a major area for prioritizing improvements is where State and County investments  
are already being made to reach their highest potential. These recommendations should  
facilitate having new and improved connections to MTA Purple Line station areas from the  
surrounding communities in a timely manner to maximize the investment from its opening day.  
 
These include such key actions as changing Annual Sidewalk Program improvements from  
instigation by individual requests to using the limited resources to achieve the highest-priority  
connections that also improve equity. Local perspectives on how to build are to be sought, rather  
than permission to do a project.] Additionally, we strongly support the  
encouragement of nonmotor residential access to be as highly planned and funded as motor  
access, including pedestrian access always signalized at intersections with rail stations,  
community amenities, schools, and retail to allow pedestrian movement as easily as that of  
motor vehicles. 
 



In conclusion, our major support is to: 
 
Fund off-site pedestrian and bicycle access improvements to transit stations  
as part of the main capital project or through a parallel effort. 
 
In order to have these accessibility options available from the opening day of the Purple Line,  
there is no time to waste! As a joint Maryland/Montgomery County project, the Purple Line  
pedestrian accommodations are a great place to start the cooperation that will be needed across  
jurisdictional and administrative boundaries to improve the pedestrian experience in our  
County, and hopefully, the State. 


