
July 21, 2023 
 
Montgomery County Council 
Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue, 6th Floor 
Rockville, MD 20850 
 

Re: Pedestrian Master Plan -- Public Hearing, March 23, 2023 
 
Dear Council President Glass and Members of the County Council: 

 
The Montgomery Planning Board (MPB) has sent the Pedestrian Mater Plan (Plan) to this 
Council for approval.  My testimony and objections are directed at one small section Plan – 
Section B4-g.  Section B4-g provides for the closure of Beach Drive on weekends and holidays.  
For reasons including those set forth below, either Section B4-g should be stricken from the Plan 
or Beach Drive should be removed from Section B4-g (this section also provides for the Friday 
thru Sunday and holiday closure of Sligo Creek Parkway and based on road configuration, the 
neighborhoods near Sligo Creek may not oppose the Sligo Creek Parkway closure).  If Section 
B4-g as revised by the MPB remains in the Plan approved by this Council, the Montgomery 
County Department of Transportation (MCDOT), and not Montgomery Parks (MCParks) should 
be the lead county agency regarding Section B4-g.  Closing roads and re-directing traffic is a 
subject that demands MCDOT experience and expertise. 

No Matter the Goal, Closing Beach Drive is Not the Answer  

Making the county safer for pedestrians and bicyclists is a worthwhile goal and the 
comprehensive Plan as a whole should facilitate a move to greater non-motorized vehicle safety.  
Closing major conduit streets like Beach Drive on the other hand, forces vehicular traffic onto 
streets not designed to handle the increased traffic volume – including neighborhood streets with 
pedestrians and bicyclists.   

I live on Culver Street which runs parallel to Beach Drive between Cedar Lane and Connecticut 
Avenue.  Beach Drive, at least between Cedar Lane and Connecticut Avenue, is a major county 
conduit for cars and trucks to travel East/West between these two significant North/South streets.  
The traffic from Cedar Lane to Connecticut Avenue to access the Beltway is particularly heavy 
24/7 -- during the week, and on weekends and holidays.  Based on 4 tube count studies on Culver 
Street conducted by MCDOT between 2020 and 2023, on weekdays an average of 350 cars and 
trucks travel on Culver Street.  On Saturdays, because Beach Drive is closed, the number of 
vehicles doubles (an average of 692 vehicles traverse Culver Street).  Considering both Saturday 
and Sunday volume (average of 591 vehicles over 4 studies and 630 vehicles on January 2023 
study) the increased traffic volume is still way too much.   

MCParks has never articulated what the goal is for closing Beach Drive on weekends and 
holidays.  There is already a nice winding path running through the trees next to Beach Drive for 
pedestrians and recreational bicyclists – so the purpose cannot be for pedestrians or recreational 






