AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

5/21/2025

Planning, Housing & Parks (PHP) Committee
Montgomery County Council

100 Maryland Avenue,

Rockville, MD 20850

Subject: Support for ZTA 25-05 to Strengthen Farmland Preservation Efforts
Dear Councilmember Friedson:

The Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board strongly supports ZTA 25-05 and its
efforts to strengthen incentives for the County’s Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) and Building Lot
Termination (BLT) programs. These programs are essential to Montgomery County’s mission of
farmland preservation, ensuring that agricultural lands remain productive and protected from development
pressures.

Re-establishing a marketplace for TDRs is a complex undertaking that necessitates a variety of
approaches. The Board recognizes that updating the public benefits point system for Incentive Zoning is a
meaningful first step, but we also understand that this effort alone will not be enough. We are committed
to working with the County Council and County Executive to develop additional strategies to increase the
demand for TDRs and BLT programs, ensuring farmland preservation remains a top priority.

Additionally, we are deeply concerned about the Maryland State Senate’s recent approval of budget cuts
that will divert $100 million from land preservation programs over the next four years. These cuts
severely impact the State’s Agricultural Land Preservation Programs, which are vital to protecting
Montgomery County farmland. Given these financial constraints, establishing greater incentives to
support farmland preservation efforts in Montgomery County is more important than ever.

We urge the PHP Committee to prioritize policies that enhance funding mechanisms, tax incentives, and
grant opportunities to ensure the continued success of TDR and BLT programs. Investing in farmland
preservation is not just about protecting open space—it is about sustaining local food production,
preserving natural resources, and maintaining a viable agricultural economy.

Thank you for considering these important points as you address this matter.

Sincerely,
et ] fEEE

Randy Stabler, Chair
Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board (APAB)

Office of Agricultural Services
18410 Muncaster Road - Derwood, Maryland 20855 - 301/590-2823, FAX 301/590-2839



CC:

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

Marilyn Balcombe, Councilmember

Dawn Luedtke, Councilmember

Kate Stewart, Council President

Marc Elrich, County Executive

Mike Scheffel, Director, Office of Agriculture
Dale Tibbitts, Special Assistant
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