A Close to Home Subm ssion by Montgonmery County Council menber Phil Andrews:
Public Heal th Requires Snoke-Free Restaurants |i ke Montgonery's

It's remarkabl e that anyone can wite a colum criticizing Mntgonery
County's Snmoke-free Restaurant Law without even nentioning the reason it was
overwhel mi ngly adopted by the County Council -- the well-docunented dangers
of second-hand snmoke including life-threatening asthma attacks, inpaired
heart function within 30 mnutes, and increased risk of lung cancer ("Hold
Your Fire on Snoking: Conpromi se is Possible", Margot Machol, Close to Hone,
May 2, 2004).

In considering what is necessary to protect the health of restaurant workers
and patrons, the County Council specifically rejected the "air-filtration

t echnol ogi es" advocated by a few restaurant owners, and now by Ms. Machol
The Council| heard expert testinony that the American Society of Heating,
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engi neers has concl uded that "acceptable
i ndoor air quality cannot be achieved in the presence of second-hand snoke."
Filtration systens nerely create the illusion of safety by reduci ng odor and
vi si bl e snoke, meki ng people feel nore confortable -- hardly an
"enl i ght ened" approach that any community shoul d nodel .

The evidence is also agai nst those who inply as Ms. Machol does that
snoke-free restaurant |aws are bad for business. Objective studies of the
econonic inmpact of such laws in California and New York City show restaurant
i ndustry grow h since their inplenmentation. Montgomery County has received
nore than 30 applications for new restaurant |icenses since the |aw took
effect |ast COctober, a rate of nore than one a week. There's a huge narket
for non-snoking restaurants in the County since 90 percent of adults in

Mont gonery don't snoke.

The County's law, the first in the region, has proved influential
Rockvill e, Takoma Park, Gaithersburg, and Tal bot County subsequently
approved and i npl enented snoke-free restaurant |aws. During the
recently-concl uded session of the Maryl and CGeneral Assenbly, a snoke-free
restaurant bill cane within one vote of passing in the Senate Finance
Conmi ttee.

The question isn't whether the District of Colunbia or Maryl and shoul d

approve such a law, but which jurisdiction's officials will be the next to
fulfill their duty to protect the public health.
# # #

Phil Andrews (D-District 3 of Gaithersburg) was the | ead sponsor of

Mont gomery County's Snoke-free Restaurant Law. He represents Derwood,

Gai t hersburg, Rockville, North Potomac, and Washi ngton Grove on the County
Counci | .



