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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Planning Board Item: 9 
Planning Board Hearing Date: 6/12/2014 

Forest Conservation Program 
Annual Report 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Forest Conservation Law 

Chapter 22A-26(f) 

The Planning Board must make 
all reports on the County forest 
conservation program to the 
General Assembly and State 
Department of Natural 
Resources that are required 
under State law or regulation. 
The reports should be reviewed 
by the County Arborist for 
comment, and copies of all final 
reports must be transmitted to 
the County Council and County 
Executive.  
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Forest Conservation Program Data 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Forest Conservation 
Easements 

Over 3% of the County 

10,800 acres total 

  9,500 acres since 1992              
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Forest Cleared (in Acres): 1991-2013 

Urban
Ring

Corridors

Suburban

Agricultural
Reserve

Clarksburg 

Town Center 

= 170 Acres  

 

Cabin 

Branch = 

66 Acres  

 

Hampshire Greens 

= 156 Acres (Not 

Shown) 

 Smalls 

Nursery = 66 

Acres (Not 

Shown) 

 

Urban 

Ring 
Corridors Suburban 

Agricultural 

Reserve 

  292    1,733    1,672  273 

Total Acreage: 

Urban 

Ring 
Corridors Suburban 

Agricultural 

Reserve 

7% 44% 42% 7% 

Percentages of Total Acreage: 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
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Forest Cleared as a Percentage of Original Forest Cover Onsite 

 

Year Value 

Urban Ring 
1997 

98.36

% 

Corridors 
1997 

72.22

% 

Suburban 
1999 

50.57

% 
Agricultural 

Reserve 2007 

39.97

% 

Year Value 

Urban Ring 
2012 

14.00

% 

Corridors 
2008 

31.90

% 

Suburban 2013 9.41% 
Agricultural 

Reserve 2011 0.40% 

Highest 

Percentages 

Lowest 

Percentages 

Average Percentage 

Cleared per Year: 

Urban Ring 46.86% 

Corridors 53.09% 

Suburban 27.46% 

Agricultural 

Reserve 
11.73% 
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Forest Planted Onsite (in Acres) 

Urban
Ring

Corridors

Suburban

Agricultural
Reserve

Urban 

Ring 
Corridors Suburban 

Agricultural 

Reserve 

34.72 657.53 946.33 160.48 

Total Acreage: Percentages of Total Acreage: 

Urban 

Ring 
Corridors Suburban 

Agricultural 

Reserve 

2% 37% 53% 9% 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Tracking Forest Conservation Plans 

Exemptions 
2649 

Closed 

1269 Files 

Under  

Review 

275 

 Files 

Active 

610Files 

Under 
Review 

290 

Active 
642 

Closed 
1285 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Existing Forest Banks:  784 acres 

Planted Forest Banks:  184 acres 

 

Forest Banks 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Newly 
Planted 
Forest 

168.2 acres 
21% 

Protection 
of Existing 

Forest 647.4 
acres 
79% 

Forest Conservation Banks: Existing vs. Planted 
forest 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Forest Conservation Fund Uses 

•  Reforestation Program 

• Volunteer Program 

• $25 Tree Coupons 

•  Shades of Green 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Reddy Branch Stream Valley Park 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Rock Creek Stream Valley Park 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Watts Branch Stream Valley Park 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Rachel Carson Conservation Park 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

  Oak Ridge Conservation Park 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Volunteer Events 

Fiscal 

Year 
Events Participants 

Total 

Hours 
Cost 

2010 2 24 72 0 

2011 5 61 183 $1,353.10 

2012 5 89 167 $2,642.98 

2013 6 134 377 $1,678.87 

2014 5 106 268 $2,322.78 

    

Average 5 98 249 $1,999.43 

Volunteer Program 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

• 551 coupons used in FY2011 

• 587 coupons used in FY2012 

• 806 coupons used in FY2013 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Urban Tree Planting 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

2013 Forest Cover Update  

2008 Forest Cover 

  

1951 Forest Cover 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

2013 Canopy Cover Update  

2009 Canopy Cover 

50% 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Staff Recommendation 

Transmit Data to Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) 

 

 


