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Forest Conservation Law
Chapter 22A-26(f)

The Planning Board must make all reports 

on the County forest conservation 

program to the General Assembly and 

State Department of Natural Resources 

that are required under State law or 

regulation.  
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Tracking Forest Conservation Plans

Exemptions

Under Review
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Closed
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Planted and Cleared Forest Trends
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Forest Conservation Program Data
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2017-2018 Acres of On and Offsite Forest Change
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Dowden’s Station

• 14 acres of cleared forest 

• 8 acres of protected forest  
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Brooke Run

Chandlee Mill

Poplar Run Sugarland (Kinzie)
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Forest Mitigation Bank Transactions by Acre

Average Mitigation 
Bank Use -
43 acres per year
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Permanently Protected Forest on Park Land 
and Private Land

Total Protected Forest: 
12,223.6 acres
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Forest Conservation Fund
Chapter 22A-27

• There is a County Forest Conservation Fund. Money deposited into the Fund must be 
used in accordance with the adopted County budget and this Section: 

• (a) In lieu fees. Money deposited in the Forest Conservation Fund must be spent on the 
reforestation and afforestation for which the money is deposited, including costs directly 
related to site identification, acquisition, design, preparation, or maintenance of existing 
forests, and achieving urban canopy goals, and must not revert to the General Fund. The 
permanent preservation of priority forests, including identification and acquisition of a 
site, may be substituted for reforestation and afforestation at a rate of 2 acres of forest 
preservation for each acre of planting required. Funds remaining after all reforestation 
and afforestation requirements are satisfied may be spent on any other tree 
conservation activity, including street tree planting. 
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FC Fund - Reforestation in Stream Valley Parks
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Oak Ridge Conservation Park
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Rock Creek Stream Valley Park
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FC Funding of Volunteer Efforts in Reforestation Areas
• Maintain existing relationships

• Work toward training youth 
and crew chiefs in established 
methodologies and 
conservation practices

• “Adopt” one or two of the 
planting sites that currently 
have no volunteers

• Ensure mutual benefit
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Fiscal Events Participants Total Hours Cost
2017 6 121 467 $507 
2018 6 136 474 $627 

Volunteer Events

FC Funding of Volunteer Efforts in Reforestation Areas
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FC Fund – Shades of Green  
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Planned FC Fund Uses 
Canopy Cover for Schools 
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Montgomery Blair High School
11.2% Canopy Cover
46% Impervious
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Planned FC Fund Uses
Plant Unforested Easements
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Forest Change Analysis
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Largest forest 
decrease occurred in 
urban areas. Largest 
increase occurred in 
the agricultural 
reserve.

AGRICULTURAL
RESERVE
36%

PRIORITY FUNDING
AREAS 18.6%

URBAN RING
12.8%SUBURBAN

38.1%

Change in Forest Acreage by Area
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The primary forest 
loss occurred in 
southern city 
areas such as 
Silver Spring, 
Aspen Hill and 
White Oak.

The most 
reforestation 
occurred in the 
northern 
agricultural 
reserve areas such 
as Boyds, 
Damascus, and 
Germantown.

Change in Forest Area by Master Plan
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Forest Loss due to the 
FDA Campus Loop Road Project
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325 ACRES

Forest Loss due to the 
ICC Construction Project
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Forest Reforestation in Hoyles Mill Village
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Forest Regeneration in Black Hills Regional Park

17 ACRES
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Lessons Learned:  

1. Easements do 
well on 
common open 
space.

2. Easements 
within stream 
valleys do 
better than 
upland 
easements 
when planted.
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The STAR Community Rating System is the 
nation’s leading sustainability framework 
and certification program. Built by and for 
local governments, STAR provides a clear, 
data-driven approach to assessing social, 
economic, and environmental progress. 

STAR is a catalyst for local action and is 
transforming the way that communities 

address and track sustainability progress.
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STAR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
Collect and report data across the framework of goals and objectives.
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NATURAL SYSTEMS
COMPARATIVE SCORES
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NS-1: Green Infrastructure

NS-2: Biodiversity & Invasive Species

NS-3: Natural Resource Protection

NS-4: Outdoor Air Quality

NS-5: Water in the Environment

NS-6: Working Lands

• 93,000-acre agricultural reserve 
with numerous forms of working 
lands protections

• 48.71 acres of natural resources 
exist per 1,000 residents

• 99.96% of the population lives 
within 1/3 mile of green 
infrastructure features
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Staff Recommendation

• Transmit Data to Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR)
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