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Stormwater Management Pond Maintenance

Fact Sheet

Lake Hallowell Sediment Removal Project February 2018

Lake Hallowell
Construction:
1989

Owner:  
Lake Hallowell HOA

Location: 
Olney, MD; along Old Baltimore Rd 

Drainage Area:
800 acres

Surface Area of Lake:
15.9 acres

Maximum Water Depth:
15.8 feet

Watershed:
Hawlings River

Project Goals:
Remove approximately 10,000 cubic 

yards of sediment from the 

southwestern and southeastern areas 

of the Lake

Costs:
TBD 

Source: Google Earth 2016

Figure 1. Site Location Map

commitment to protect and improve its water resources, 

in June 2017, the County contracted the engineering 

company, Anchor QEA, to design the sediment removal 

project. 

As part of this project, the County tested the sediment 

in the Lake to determine what contaminants might be 

present. The testing found elevated levels of Polycyclic 

Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) and metals in the 

sediment that are common in storm retention ponds. 

Due to the results, the County determined the sediment 

must be taken away to a suitable disposal facility that 

can accept this sediment. The County also tested the 

sediment in the bottom of the Lake to determine the 

physical characteristics. The results showed that the 

sediment is mostly silts and clays with some sand, which 

suggests the sources are eroding stream channels and 

general runoff.

Based on the results, MCDEP has determined that partial 

Lake dredging would be beneficial to the Lake’s overall 

water quality as well as provide additional storage 

capacity.

Background
Lake Hallowell (the Lake) is a regional stormwater 

management pond designed to capture, and treat 

stormwater runoff. The Lake was built in 1989 by 

constructing a dam across a tributary to Hawlings River 

in the Patuxent River watershed. The dam is designated 

as a low-hazard dam by the Maryland Department of 

the Environment (MDE) Dam Safety office and is owned 

and operated by Lake Hallowell Homeowner 

Association. Maintenance of the pond is shared between 

Montgomery County Department of Environmental 

Protection (MCDEP) and the Lake Hallowell HOA. To 

date, the Lake has never been dredged, resulting in 

nearly 30 years of sediment accumulating at the bottom 

of the lake and a reduction in water capacity.

Project Selection
In 2015 the MCDEP conducted a sediment survey for the 

entire lake.  The study revealed that sediment is 

accumulating primarily at the southern portion of the 

Lake. Deposits of sediment are typical where the 

streams and storm drains enter the Lake.  As part of its 



Proposed Scope
Based on the study, it was determined that 

approximately 10,000 cubic yards (approximately 

1,000 truckloads) of sediment will need to be removed 

from the southern portion of the Lake to improve its 

water quality and capacity. The Contractor will be 

using general construction equipment (e.g., excavator) 

to perform the dredging. The Lake will be partially 

drawn down using pumps and pipes, siphoning, or a 

similar application to divert the water around the 

proposed dredge area (Figure 2, shown in red) so that 

work can be performed in drier conditions.

To prevent erosion and sediment migration, control 

measures will be installed during excavation. The 

excavated sediment will be loaded directly into lined 

trucks for transport to an onsite staging area (Figure 2, 

shown in yellow), where the material will be processed 

and conditioned, as required, to meet the transport 

and disposal requirements to an off-site commercial 

disposal facility. The construction activities will take 

place in the Lake and along the north half of the 

western shoreline. During this project, portions of the 

walking path will be closed to ensure public safety. 

The trucks transporting the sediment to the approved 

disposal facility will likely be utilizing one of the two 

proposed access roads (Figure 2, shown in green) 

along Old Baltimore Road. Once the dredging is 

complete, the staging area and access roads will be 

returned to pre-existing conditions.

Proposed Schedule
The project is expected to take approximately 10 

months, commencing in April 2020 with completion 

targeted for January 2021, depending on weather 

conditions. The County will make every effort to 

minimize the impact of the construction activities on 

the residents living around the Lake.

For more information, contact:

Mr. Gene Gopenko, PE, 240.777.7723

Department of Environmental Protection, Stormwater Facility Maintenance Program

255 Rockville Pike, Suite 120, Rockville, Maryland 20850

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dep/

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Figure 2. Dredging, Staging and Access Map
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