GLOSSARY OF WATER TERMS

TERM DEFINITION (words in bold are also defined here)
The portion of stream and river flow that comes from groundwater rather than
baseflow runoff .

benthic macroinvertebrate

Small organisms (stream bugs) that are visible to the naked eye, lack backbones,
and live on the bottom of streams for at least part of their lives. Benthic =
bottom dwelling; Macro = visible without a microscope; Invertebrate = lacking a
backbone.

best management practice

The most practical and effective ways to control pollutants and meet
environmental quality goals, abbreviated as BMP

Organisms such as insects and fish used to determine the quality of natural

biological community resources where they are found.

Damage to or loss of natural resources including the land, the water, and the
degradation organisms that live there.

The process of soil and rock being transported and deposited to other locations
erosion by water or wind.

Suddenly appearing and rapidly moving water that exceeds the capacity of the

storm drain system or natural streams and water thus comes out of defined
flash flood flow channels onto adjacent areas.

A strip of relatively flat and normally dry land alongside a stream, river, or lake
floodplain that is covered by water during a flood.

Water that is stored under the earth's surface, in the cracks and spaces between
groundwater particles of soil, sand and rock.
headwater The source or beginning point of a stream or river.

The study of the properties, movement, distribution and quality of water on the
hydrology surface, in the soil, and in the atmosphere.

Surfaces that do not allow fluid to pass through, such as rooftops, roads, and
impervious parking lots.

index of biological integrity

A calculated score based on the characteristics of a stream's biological
community which in Montgomery County is used to classify stream quality as
Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor.

Any trash that is not in the correct disposal container, and instead ends up in an

litter open area or in a waterway.
Typically refers to nitrogen and phosphorus which are compounds that increase
plant growth and which in excess contribute to water quality problems in lakes,
nutrients streams, and rivers.

point source vs nonpoint source

Point source refers to pollution that comes from clearly defined origins, such as
a wastewater treatment plant or industrial discharge pipe. Nonpoint source
refers to pollution that comes from distributed sources, such as runoff across
lawn and other turf areas or from other developed lands and farm fields that
may combine before entering storm drains or waterways.

Anything which contaminates or degrades land, water, air,or any natural

pollutant resource.
pollution The addition of harmful substances to natural or man-made areas.

Small scale stormwater best management practices for property-owners to
RainScapes use including rain gardens, rain barrels,and conservation landscaping.
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reference streams

The highest quality, least impaired streams in a defined geographic area which
can be used as benchmarks for assessing relative stream quality in the area.

The act of planting tree seeds or young trees in an area where there used to be

reforestation a forest
reservoir A natural or artificial pond or lake used for the storage of water.

Typically, techniques engineered and installed to improve habitat or water
restoration quality of streams and to reduce stormwater pollution .
riparian Wooded areas along streams or waterways.

Excess water from rain or snow melt that travels across natural or paved areas
runoff to enter storm drains or natural waterways.

Typically, material such as dirt, sand, and small stones that can be carried by
sediment water or wind or resuspended from drainage channels or stream bottoms.

The process in which sediment is carried to the bottom of a body of water and
sedimentation forms a solid layer

Special Protection Area

One of five designated areas in Montgomery County with high-quality stream
and associated resources which require extraordinary or special protective
measures to be protected from development impacts.

stormflow The portion of stream and river flow that comes from stormwater .
stormwater Runoff associated with precipitation.
In Montgomery County, the Water Quality Protection Charge (WQPC) provides
funding for the County's programs and projects to improve stream and water
stormwater charge quality and prevent stormwater pollution .

stormwater management

Using effective ways to reduce stormwater impacts and to meet stream health
and water quality goals.

stormwater management facilities Structural practices to reduce runoff impacts to streams

stormwater retrofit

Techniques used to reduce runoff and pollutants from already developed
areas.

stream banks

The land alongside the bed of a stream, the slope of which can vary from
gradual to steep.

stream channel

The area through which a natural stream's flow of water is carried or used to be
carried.

stream morphology

The study of the form and structure of a stream. Used to describe the shape of a
stream or river and how it changes over time.

subwatershed

A smaller geographic area of a larger watershed , typically a drainage area of
between 2 to 15 square miles. Larger watersheds (rivers and bays) can be made
up of hundreds or thousands of subwatersheds

tributary

A stream that joins another stream or river (parent). Often called a "branch."

water quality standards

Established criteria and set levels of physical and chemical parameters for
aquatic systems to protect human health and natural resources.

watershed

Any area from which water above and below ground drains to a specific stream,
river, lake, bay, or ocean.
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